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GULF STALTES MARINE FISHERIES CCMMISSION -

Fifth innual Mceting
San- intonio, Texas
Gunter Hotel
‘ Oriental Room
October 21 (Thursday) & October 22 (Friday) 1954

. PROGRAM

- ves e G e

(Mr. Hermes Gautier, Commission Chaimman Presiding.)

9:30 AM  CALL TO OEDER
ROLL CLLL OF COMMISSIONERS
INTRODUCTIONS
WELCOME: Mr, Howard D. Dodgen, Texas Game & Fish Commission
SECRETLRY'S REPORT

RESUMES OF STATE MARINE FISHERY ADMINISTRATION ACTIVITIES IN ‘
FIELDS OF MARINE SCIENCES, TECHNOLOGY, EDUCATION, LAW iND OTHERS
FOR THE PAST YEAR [ND PLANS: (Each presentation followed by
discussion. ) _

ALABIMA Messrs. H. C. Loesch & John Fockwell
Alabama Depte. of Conservation

FLORIDA Mr. Charlie Revis
_ Florida Board of Conservation

LOUISIANA Mr. Lee Eddy
Louisiana Wild Life & Fisheries Commission

MISSISSIPPT Messrs. Reece Bickerstaff & A. E. Hopkins
Mississippi Seafood Commission

TEXAS Mr. Cecil heid
Texas Game & Fish Commission

MOVIE, Shrimp Please

LUNCH

1:30 M MOVIE, The Story of Menhaden




DISCUSSION: COMMISSION WORK PLAN (Item 1 b)

LRE THE PRESENT HARVEST METHODS OF ANY SPLECIES DETRIMENWTAL
TO THAT, OR .iNY OTHER SPECIES, TO THL EXTENT THAT METHODS
SHOULD BE CHANGED OR MODIFIED?:

le The Purse Seine in the Menhaden Fishery
2. The Otter Trawl in the Trash Fish Fishery

RESUME OF GULF STATES' UNIVERSITIES!' ACTIVITIES IN FIELDS OF

MARINE SCIENCES AND TECANOLOGY OTHER THAN RESEARCH [CCOMPLISHLD

UNDER STATE MARINE FISHERIES ADMIMISTRATION CONTRALCTS FOR PiST

YEAR AND PLANS: (Followed by discussion) Dr. Dale F, Leipper,
Committee on Marine Scicences, Southern Regional Education
Board. ’

DEMONSTRATION: THE ROLE OF CHEMISTRY IN FISHERY BIOLOGY,
Miss Zoula Pyle and Mr. Kenneth Marvin, Fish and Wildlife
Scrvice.

ADJOURIMENT
RESERVED FOR COMMITTEE MEETINGS

OCTOBER 22 (FRID.Y)

FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE R&SUMES OF LCTIVITIES FOR THE PuST YEAK:
(Each presentation followed by discussion. )

Gulf Exploratory Fishing: Mr, Stewart Springer
Gulf Fishery Investigations :
- Gulf Survey: : Mr. Albert Collier
Red Tide: Mr, William Wilson

PROJECTS UNDER PUBLIC LAW L66 (SALTONSTALL EILL) FOR THE GULF
LREA: Messrs. A. W. Anderson and L. A. Walford, Fish and Wild-
life Service.

11:30 M LDJOURNMENT
EXECUTIVE SESSION
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GULF STATES MARINE FISHERIES COMMISSION
312 Audubon Building
New Orleans 16, Louisiana

MINUTES
“(Extract of Transcript)

FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING, OCTOBER 21-22, 1954
GUNTER HOTEL, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS

OFFICIAL ATTENDANCE OF COMMISSIONEES:

PRESENT ABSENT
ALABAMA ¢ W. C. Holmes Farl M, McGowin

Thomas A, Johnston, IIT
FLORIDA: Charlie Bevis
D. C. Jones, Jr,
William J. Hendry

LOUISTANA : Donald G. Bollinger L. D. Young, Jr.

C. C. Burleigh
MISSISSIPPI: Hermes Gautier Walter J. Gex, Jr.
: Louis Simmons
TEXAS: Howard D. Dodgen Jimmy Phillips
Travis Bailey :
PROXIES: John Rockwell (For Earl M. McGowin) -
John Rockwell (For Thos. A. Johnston, IITI)
W. S, Werlla (For L. D. Young, Jr.)
J. N. McConnell - (For C. C. Burleigh)
R. O. Bickerstaff (10/21) (For Walter J. Gex, Jr.)
C. W. Reid (For H. D. Dodgen 10/22/5L)
STAFFs W. Dudley Gunn, Secty-Treas.

CQMISSION STANDING COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT

Legal: R. O. Bickerstaff, Mary Schulman
Scientific: H. C. Loesch, Cecil Reid, Percy Viosca, Jr.

STATE MARINE FISHERIES REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT
J. P. Breuer, R. L. Eddy, W. C. Guest, R. P. Hofstetter, T. R. Leary, H.T. ice,

Patricia Pew, P. Marek, Jr., James N, McConnell, J. L. McGee, Chas. Murphy,
John Rockwell, Ernest S:erons » W. S. Werlla,
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FEDERAL GOVERMMENT REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT

Klbert Collier, H. H.| Eckles, K. T. Marvin, C. E. Pete%Lon] Miss Z. Pyle,
Stewart Springcr, P. (E. Thompson, William B. Wilson. ; t

i ] ' ~
L S
FORMER ‘C_Ol‘ﬁ“[[SSX[ONERS, REPRESENTATIVES OF DJDUST)%‘I, TLTE UNIVERSTTY [
[ND OTHERS PREBEIT ; i !

N | {
Bert Thomas; J. E. Barr, M. K. Lawrenz, W. D. McMillané John Santos, G. E.
Steele, Jre, 4. J. Wegmann; Fred Cagle, C. E. Dawson, E. A. Fieger, Gordon
Gunter, C. P. Idyll, B. F. Leipper; Bill Sarratt. |

Aot
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CENERAL SESSION, OCTOBER 21, 195

Mr. Gautier, Commission Chairman, called the meeting to order at
10:00 AM and after brief introductory remarks requested the Secretary to
call the roll of Commissioners. Introductions followed.

A cordial welcome to Texas was extended by Mr. Dodgen.

The Secretary's report scheduled for this time was deferred so that
activity resumes in the fields of marine sciences, technology, cducation,
law and others could be heard from represcntatives of the fishery administra-
tions of thec scveral states.

Mr. Rockwell of Llabama stated shrimp production was up for the fiscal
year ended September 30, the reason being longer open season for inside
trawling and incrcased outside production. He reported a near rccord low
oyster production due to too much fresh water during the period. A survey
to determine thc effects of dead shell dredging was reported to be progress=—
ing. A project involving the taking of fish by small mesh nets in the
rivers cmptying into Mobile Bay to determine the advisability of pemmitting
use of same will be carried through 195L. He cxplained that the 1953

- Legislature passed a bill lowering the oyster size minimum from 3 inches to
2 5/8 inches and allowing the Director to sct intermediate measurements,

the current measurement being 2 3/l inches. Another law change mentioned
involved shrimp for non-commercial use, the lecgal possession limit being
lowered to 25 pounds from 50 pounds, no license requirement but adherence
to commercial shrimping laws being included., Ixhibits of live seafoods at
the Alabama State Fair werec reported as a continuing educational project.

Mr. Loesch of Alabama stated that the shrimp program started in July 1953

is still in progress and that findings madc during the year had resulted in
the lengthening of open season and an increase in production. He said
twelve each bay and shore stations are visited monthly in crder to determine
growth rates and abundance of the several species found in Mobile Bay,
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Mr. Bevis of Florida reported that at the beginning of closed
season December 15 all mullet in storage were declared, there being
1,410,000 pounds, and that shipment of such fish was made only under per= ,
mit from the Boards He said license collections had increased approximately
$30,000 during the past year, that boat licenses for 1952-53 numbecred
8, 091 and for 1953-5L the total was 13 »399, that during the past year retail
seafood dealers had increased about 300 in number and wholesalers by 100,
Red Tide studies are continuing, it was reported, and $L2,000 has been
allocated for this work, The oyster rchabilitation program continues as
dead shell and seed oysters are deposited on non-commercial reefs. Rate
of production, growth, cost, and other data are being gathered from a six
acre experimental plot operated by the Oyster Division, according to the
speaker, Board personnel schools; a marketing survey; an educational
program through radio, television, press, publications, civic and industrial
organizations, as well as schools, have been projects of the past year., It
was said the Florida research program continues on the mullet, snook,
shrimp, scallop, sailfish-and blue crab, and in gear development. Broader
laws for purse seining will be requested of the 1955 session of the
legislature,

In discussion Mr. McConnell inquired if Florida limited the number of acres
which could be leased. Mr. Bevis said no but added that lessee was required
to work one-fourth of the leased bottoms annually.

Speaking for Louisiana Mr. Eddy said the Seafoods Division was
working on a 20=year program which would incorporate various projects over
the period designed for the betterment of the State!s marine fisheries and
interests dependent on the fisheries, one of which projects would be an
economic survey of the fishery and this is expected to require six to seven
years to complete. Copies of the program when completed will be made
available, He said that the industrial scrvices which the State will offer
the fishcrmen will make it unnecessary for him to seek such services from
other sources, Pointing to a large chart, the speaker mentioned such
work of the Division as a recently published dealers! directory of fishery
procucts, sea=scanner work to locate bottom debris and a contemplated
reproduction and distribution of 73 charts of coastal waters which charts
will result from an LSU project sponsored by the office of Naval Researchs
In conclusion mention was made of the recreational encroachment on commercial
fishing,

Mr. Murphy of Louisiana said the recently published fish dealers' directory

had been so well accepted and results reported by industry to have been so

good, a sccond edition was to be prepared and this edition would include

oyster dealers. He also spoke of the wide spread support whlch is being

given the proposition of a weather ship being placed on dut the Gulf,, SD
and mentioned that the recently closed weather station af Berwick, hear &wnwps
the mouth of the M1531551pp1 River, leaves the Iouisiana coastline without
protectione It was said a survey which mlght result in an industry council

being formed was underway,
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Mr. Viosca, also speaking for Louisiana, told of their recent find of

a nursery grounds in which the three best knowm commercial species of’
shrimp were found. He expressed interest in the Alabama shrimp study,
stating it was much the same work as was being carried on in Louisiana,
Reference was made to graphs which have been produced from data resulting
from the shrimp study. It was said that a careful search of research
information made available by state and federal agencies, universities
and foundations had resulted in avoidance of wnnecessary duplication of
effort. Mention was made of the current cooperative work with the
Scripps Institute and the contract research of the Department with Tulane
and LSU Universitiesa

Mr. Bickerstaff traced the progress in resume of the Mississippi
Seafood Commission from the formation of the parent organization, the
Mississippi Oyster Commission, fifty-two years ago. The dedication of
revenues derived from the sale of dead shells to research and reef
propagation and the results of such recurring allocations was briefly
treated as well as were some of the laws resulting from the 1954 legisla-
tive session, one of particular interest being cited which extends to
non-residents the same fishing privileges as are enjoyed by residents
and for the same licenses. In conclusion, Mr. Bickerstaff said he was
very sorry it was not possible for Dr. Hopkins to be in attendance and
present a paper covering activities and plans in the biological field.

Mr. Reid of Texas stated the coastal area has been divided into
districts and a biologist assigned to each of the districts, the thinking
behind this arrangement being that more progress can be made since each
biologist will become more familiar with his area, knowing more of popula-
tions, production, changes that occur and harvests. Projects in progress
and planned for the lower Laguna Madre include fish tagging, salt water
pond experiments with fish and shrimp, oyster cultivation in fresh waters
of the Arroyo Colorado, a survey of the live shell populations of the
district and a survey of the effects of a proposed causeway and channcl,

L list of the flora and fauna of the district is being prepared. 4 total

of 3,750 fish were reported to have becn tagged in the upper Laguna Hadre,
855 being small black drum. Salinities in this arca were low during 1954
and the bivalves are again building up, vegetation is more abundant and

a return to normalcy in this known nursery ground was said to be taking places
Lin east Galveston Bay ecological survey has been completed. The examination
of factors influencing productivity of the natural oyster reefs of Galveston
Bay is a continuing project as is industrial waste studies. Experimental
transplants of crabs and fish also continue in effort to determine ages the
various species can safely be transplanted from marine to fresh waters and
the poundage a given area can produce and at what coste The shrimp program
to determine possible waste in shrimp and fish life also continues. A survey
of the State's dead shell deposits by use of hydrosonic instruments is -
expected to start in November, 1954. Planned, according to the speaker,

is a fish cultural station of LO acres minimum to study life histories, food
habits, reproduction, pollution and other phases which have to do with
production,
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; The Chairman next announced that the new sound and color movie
Shrimp Please would be shown.

Following the movie, Mr. Gautier invited all guests to join the
Commissioners for lunch., The luncheon included Campbell!s Cream of
Shrimp Soup, a new frozen product not yet in general distribution, and
canned Gulf tuna, the tuna having been caught by the Oregon on its most
recent trip. No business was conducted during lunch which was served
in the North Terrace Room.

The Story of Menhaden was shown at the opening of the afternoon
session as an introduction to a discussion of Ttem 1b of the Commission's
Work Plan, which item poses the question:

"Are the present harvest methods of any species detrimental to that, or
any other species, to the extent that methods should be changed or
modified?

Coming up first for discussion was the purse seine in the menhaden fishery.
The Chairman recognized Mr. Werlla of Louisiana who gave a resume of the
growth in production and value of the Menhaden fishery on the Gulf to

its present position of first in pounds harvested and second in dollar
value to the fishermen,

The consensus of opinion as expressed by thosc who participated in the
discussion concerning the use of purse seines in the Menhaden fishery was
that the taking of these fish by such gear was not to the detriment of
other fishes or the bottoms over which the net is set.

With regard to the use of the Otter trawl in the trash fish fishery, which
subject was presentcd secondly, it was brought out that the gear had
apparently done no injury to other fisherics,

The Chairman next called upon Dr. Leipper to present a resume of
Gulf States' universities' activities in the fields of marine sciences
and technslogy, other than research accomplished under state marine fishecries
administration contracts, for the past year and plans.

Dr. Leipper stated that rather than treat of the mentioned subject he would
like to present a report which was gotten together by members of the Com=-
mittee on Marine Sciences of the Southern Regional Educational Board at

the request of the presidents of the universities of Texas, Texas A& and
Louisiana State, and the Mississippi Board of Higher Education., He said

the report hacd been submitted to the several presidents for their considera-
tion. A brief account of the activities of the Committee on Marine Sciences
since its formation in 1952 was presented. It was stated that the mentioned
report made suggestions relative to the expanding of facilities at the

Texas Institute of Marine Sciences, Aransas Passj Marine Laboratory Texas
&M College, Galvestony Louisiana State University Marine Laboratory, Grand
Isle; and Gulf Coast Research Laboratory, Ocean Springs. According to the
speaker it was also suggested that a corporatc body or Commission be sct up to
coordinate research activities of the laboratories.
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Dr. Leipper before lcaving the. speakers! table was asked his opinion
regarding a weather ship for the Gulf. He said that while a ship station
would be costly to maintain, about $90,000 per month being estimated for
three ships, it would be helpful to the Weather Bureau in picking .up
hurricanes which develop in the Gulf, adding that the Bureau prepares

a weather map every six hours of the western hemisphere and that the Gulf
has always been a great blank. Weather ship recordings such as seasonal
changes, current patterns and others would be useful information for
fishery studies. Mr. McConnell mentioned the value of proper forecasting
of weather conditions to various 1noustrles and to human beings both at
sea and on shore, 7

Miss Zoula Pyle and Mr. Kgnneth Marvin, Fish and Wildlife Service,
Galveston, were introduced by the Chairman. Miss Pyle explained the
material gathered for the demonstration which pertained to organic chemistry
while Mr. Marvin covered the exhibit related to inorganic chemistry, both
presentations illustrating visually the rcle of chemistry in fishery
biology. Of particular interest was an exhibit of various elements in glass
containers which showed the exact quantities available in five gallons of
Gulf water, and the analytical instruments used in the Galveston laboratory
for the detection of elementse.

A meeting of scientists was asked by Mr. Thompson, Fish and Wild-
life Service, Washington, for a discussion on the implementation of
shrimp studies to be undertaken with P. L. 466 funds. Mr. Gautier scheduled
the meeting for 8:00 RM in the Oriental Room.

The October 21 session was adjourned at 3:L45 PM,

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 22, 1954

Mr. Gautier, presiding, called the meeting to order at 9:15 AM
and introduced Mr. Springer, Chief of the Oregon's operations, to review
activities in exploratory fishing.,

Mr. Springer said that all cbjectives of the past year had been completed
which included explorations for shrimp on the west coast of Florida; a
summary of all past explorations for shrimp in the Gulf of Mexico; explora=
tions for red shrimp off the Tortugas and in the lower Gulf of Campechej
and determination of the feasibility of long-line fishing for tuna.

A colored motion picture of the taking of tuna by long lines was shown,

this film having been made during the successful July cruise of the
Oregon in the north Gulf,
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The proposed program for the coming year was said to include further
work on long=-linc tuna fishing in the Gulf proper, the Yucatan Straits
and the northwcstern Caribbean, such coverage being aimed at determining
the availability of tuna for long-line fishermen. A second objective
will be that of deep water trawling for shrimp,

Mr. Ecklcs of the FWS Branch of Fishery Biology was introduced.
He announced that the Lindner shrimp report had been turned over to the
printers and that the publication would probably be ready for distribution
in six to seven months. Fishery Bulletin 89, "Gulf of Mexico, Its Origin,
Waters and Marine Life%, has just been released. Mr. Eckles requested
those wishing a copy to leave their names with the Commission's Secrctary.
State of knowledge charts of various Gulf fishes were brought up-to-date
recently by the FWS in cooperation with Gulf States scientists and were
distributed at this time,

Mr, Collier, FWS, Galveston, was called upon for a resume of
activities for the past year relative to the Gulf survey. He stated that
the preliminary treatment of all the Alaska data was completed and
preparation of final reports started. Swmmarizing in a general way some
of the results, he said that planktonic animals found over the continental
shelf are about three times those caught over the deeper waters of the
Gulf; that the ratio was four to one for fish larvae and fifty to one for
fish eggs; that the northwest, northeast and southwest sections of the Gulf
were most productive of plankton and the areas receiving drainage from the
Mississippi River the most productive. Plant nutrients were said to be
low at the surface and reach a maximum at about 2,000 feet, decreasing
slightly below this depth.

The speaker referred to the possibility of fisheries being developed in

the Gulf of Mexico which we do not now know about due to the depths to
which photosynthesis takes place, depths greater than average because of
the clear waters necessary to support plankton. Rapid progress was reported
on the keeping alive of microscopic plants and animals wnder controlled
conditions at the Galveston laboratory. According to the speaker, this
will provide a solid foundation for inquiries into the early life

processes of the commercial shrimp.

Mr. Wilson, who is in charge of Red Tide studies for FWS, Fort Myers,
presented a resume of activities for the past year and plans for the
immediate future. He said stations from Indian Rocks, near Clearwater to
the Ten Thousand Islands were established to determine the concentration
of Gymnodinium brevis, water temperatures and salinities. It was stated
the organism was constantly present at one or another location in the area
and the concentrations sufficient to kill fish, however, that most of fish
kills had affected small areas and had been of short duration. Copper
sulfate was said to have been used on two concentrations during the year
but additional experiments were necessary before the chemical could be
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recommendcd, Hydrographic and climatological data are being collected
with objective in mind of being able to forccast cutbreaks of the Red Tide.
The speaker said cultures of the organism had been dcveloped in the
laboratory and experiments were progressing to find an algicide which
would kill G.B. but not seriously affect other marine life, also, effort
was being made to establish the range of tolerance and optimum conditions
relating to growth of the organism as an aid to forecasting occurrences.

In discussion, Mr. Jones of Florida said a recent outbreak south of Fort
Myers resulted in a meeting at which several older fishermen said the Tide
had been present off and on for years but seemed to be in larger amounts
since Lake Okeechobee waters had been drained in large volume to the
southwest Florida coast. Mr. Wilson said there was a possibility the
increased flow could have a bearing on the Red Tide. Dr. Idyll stated a
survey for the Corps of Engineers had been made which showed the fresh lake
waters when passed in large volume eastward to the Atlantic did not kill
fish but did cause them to leave their normal habitat which displeased
both commercial and sports fishing interests,

Mr. Gautier called upon the Secretary who gave a brief resume of
activities of the Commission for the past year and with particular reference
to those activities related to Public Law L466, the subject next scheduled
for presentation. Copies of an outline of principal decisions reached
and subjects discussed at Commission meetings from the beginning of the com=
pact, July 16, 1949, through the March 18-19, 195k meeting were distributeds

Referring to the program, the Secretary stated the agenda had been so
drafted in order that a complete picture of merine fisheries activities and
plans of the several states, wiversities and the federal government would
be developed for its worth not only to those present but also to the
Industry Advisory Committee authorized in P. L. 466. He said apparently
the Committee had not yet been announced and this was confirmed by

Mr, Whiteleather, It was the consensus of opinion expressed in a brief
discussion which followed that the states should make recommendations as

to membership on mentioned Committee to the Secretary of Interior.

For a partial presentation of projects provided for in an initial
allocation of P. L. 466 funds, Mr. Gautier called upon Mr. Whiteleather.
L sheet outlining all P. L. L66 projects approved as of September 10, 1954
was passed oute .

After expressing Mr. Anderson's regrets in not being able to attend the
meeting, Mr. Whiteleather explained that a representative of the FWS
Technological Section was in the Gulf area contacting industry and universi-
ties in interest of the project designed to develop most suitable methods

of freezing and packaging Southern oysters, a project calling for a

$L0,000 expenditure on the Gulf and Atlantic during the current fiscal year.
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That funds had already been set aside for an economic survey of the
.shrimp industry and that the survey could be made if wanted, was
announced by the speaker. Reference was also made to an expansion

of fishery educetion and market development on the Gulf, project head-
quarters to be at New Orleans,

Mr. Peterson of FWS covered that part of the Branch of Commercial
Fisheries projects involving the collection of shrimp statistics inci-
dental to the initial shrimp investigations program. To handle this
$60,000 project, he said statistical representatives would be placed at
Key West, Coral Gables, Fort Myers, Tampa, Pascagoula, Biloxi, New '
Orleans, Houma, Morgan City, Galveston, Aransas Pass and Brownsville,
with New Orleans being the headquarters and with Mr. Charles Lyles serving
as director of the projecte It was said such data as catch and value

of catch by individual trips of each vessel, by species, port of landing,
and area of capture, as well as the amount of fishing effort expended,
were included in the work plan,

Representing Dr. Walford, Mr.Thompson of the FWS Branch of Fishery
Biology, was next introduced. It was explained that the $80,000 set
aside for the shrimp investigations was in addition to funds allocated
for the operntion of the Galveston laboratory during the current years

" He said the shrimp populations of the Gulf will be studied to determine
the effects of environmental changes on shrimp production, in order to
provide information necessary to maintain the production of these shell~
fish, It was also stated that it was the belief of the FWS that the
initial program as outlined was necessary prior to assuming a more en-
larged program as had been previously suggesteds Mr. Thompson explained
that the additional $20,000 allocated for Red Tide studies would go to
the study of envirommental factors which set up a medium compatible to
development and growth of the R. T. organism.

The Chairmar held the general sessicn open to allow for comments
on these subjects, a shrimp industry eccnomic survey, Gulf wecathership
station, certification of imported shellfish, and chartering of fishing
vessels tc aliens, following which the session was adjourned.

Prepared by: W. Dudley Gunn
Secretary-Treasurer
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EXECUTIVE SESSION, GULF STATES MARINT FISHERIES COMMISSION MEETING,
SAN ANTONIO, TEAASL OCTOBER 22, 1954

The following are some decisions of general interest resulting
from the captioned scssion: ’

Resolutions Adopted:

Economic Survey of shrimp industry rccommended.
Weathership station in Gulf of Mexico reccommended.
Extension of shellfish certification program recommendcd.

Names of Messrs. James McPhillips, Franecis W. Taylor and A. J. Wegmann
recommended for industry advisory committcc of Fish and Wildlife Service
in connection with P, L. L66 projects to be undertaken,

No action rcfercnecc proposed change Maritime Administration
General Order 59 to permit chartering of fishing vessels to aliens
before recciving Administration approval.

Prcsent Commission officers, Mr. Hermes Gautier, Chairman
and Mr. William J. Hendry, Vice- Chalrman, clected to serve second
term office, 195&-55.

Plan of rotating offices of Chairman and Vice-Chaifman
between the states and serving one year terms was adopted.

Montgomery, Alabama, chosen for the March 17-18, 1955
regular mecting.

Prepared by: W. Dudley Gunn
Secretary-Trcasurer
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MINUTES

EXECUTIVE SESSION, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS (OCTOBER 22, 195L)

Mr, Gautier called the session to order at 11:Lh5 AM.

A quorum of Commissioners or their proxies was present from each
state except Mississippi.

The Secretary read a letter from FWS which requested the Commission
to canvass the shrimp industry to determine if it wanted an economic survey
made of the industry. The Secretary advised that the following associations
had been circularized: Louisiana-Mississippi Shrimp Association, National
Shrimp Canners and Packers Association, Southeastern Fisheries Association
and the Texas Shrimp Association, with replies having been received to=date
from all except the National Shrimp Canners and Packers Association. Those
replies received were reported to have been in the affirmative, Mr. Jones
moved that a resolution be prepared and sent to FWS recommending such a
survey, Mr. Hendry seconded. A rough draft of resolution was .read., Upon
vote the motion passed with all states voting favorably. The resolution is
first attached to these minutes,

A resolution favoring the stationing of a wecather ship on permanent
assigmment in the Gulf of Mexico was presented by the Louisiana Delegation.
The subject was discussed and resolution read. Mr. McConnell moved for
adoption., Dr, Holmes seconded the motion. Upon vote the resolution was
adopted with all states voting favorably. The resolution is second atbtached
to these minutes.

A letter from Mr. Dave Wallace, Director of the Oyster Institute of
North America, conccerning states permitting only certified frush or frozen
oysters or clams to be sold in each state, was reads, Mr. McConnell stated
he had discussed the matter with Louisiana oystcr people and they were very
much in favor of regulation of the flow of uncertified shellfish. Following
discussion, Mr, McConnell moved that the Commission go on record as favoring
the certification of these seafoods. Mr. Hendry seconded. Upon vote thec
motion passed with all states voting favorably. The Chairman instructed the
Secretary to prepare a resolution containing points mentioned by Mr. McConnell
and effect appropriate distribution. The resolution is third attached to
these minutes,

A letter from the FWS was read which requested the views of the
Commission relative to a proposed change in Maritime Administration General
Order 59 to permit chartering of fishing craft to alicns for periods of
not more than six months without obtaining prior approval., Following a
discussion of the subject Mr. Bollinger moved that no action be taken,

~10~ |
(M-19)



Mr. ‘Rockwell seconded. Upon vote the motion passed with all states voting
favorably. The Secretary was directed to acdvise FWS of the Commission!s
decision in this matter,

The Chairman entertained a motion that the reading of the minutes
of the Commission'!s two previous meetings be dispensed with and accepted as
prepared, (consideration of the two sets being necessary because of the
lack of a quorum at the last meeting)e Mr. McConnell moved for adoption
of minutes as rendercd. Mr. Rockwell seconded. Upon vote the motion
passed with all states voting favorably,

The Secrctary was asked to check the record to determine in which
state the next regular meeting would be held, It was reported to be
4Llabama's turn. Dr. Holmes moved that the meeting of March 1l 7-18, 1955
be held in Montgomery. Mr. Rockwell seconcded the motion., Upon vote the
motion passed with all states voting favorably.

A statement of the Commission'!s financial status as of October 15
and a comparative exhibit of last year's budget of operating expenses with
budget approved by the Chairman and Vice=-Chairman were distributed.
‘Following discussion Dr, Holmes moved, and Mr, McConnell seconded the motion
that the 195L4-55 budget as decided upon in discussion be approved. Upon
vote the motion passed with all states voting favorably. The budget as
approved and financial statement are fourth and fifth attached to these
minutes.

Resolution was proposed by Mr, MicConnell and seconded by Mr. Bevis
that the Secretary of the Interior be requested to place certain persons
on the Industry Advisory Committee in connection with P. L. L66 projects as
would be recommended by the Gulf States in lettersto the Commission Secretary.
Rough draft of rcsolution was reads The Chairman instructed the Secretary
to prepare the resolution upon receipt of names from the member states and
forward same to the Interior Department Secretary,Resolution is last attached.

Mr, Jonecs movecd, Mr. Rockwell seconding, that the Chairman and Vice-
Chairman be retained in office for the next year, 195L4-55. A discussion
followed in which it wrs brought out by Mr. McConnell that it was the
feeling of Louisiana that the apparent precedent which had been set of
officers serving two terms of office should be abandoned, this he explained
was not to be considered a reflection on the service which had been rendered
by the present officers but a matter of principle. Voting on the motion,
Alabama, Florida and Texas voted for retention of present officers and
Louisiana voted negatively. (Accordingly, Mr. Gautier as chairman and
Mr. Hendry as Vice-Chairman, were elected to a second term of office.)

Following, Mr. Bevis proposed that after the year 1954-55, the Chairman

and Vice-Chairman be elected to serve a one year term of office and that the
offices be rotated from state to state, for example; 1955=56 a Florida

11~



Commissioner would be Chairman and a Louisiana Commissioner Vice-Chairman,
1956-57 a Louisiana Commissioner would be Chairman and an Alabama Com-
missioner would be Vice-Chairman, 1957=58 an Alabama Commissioner would
be Chairman and a Texas Commissioner woulc be Vice=Chairman, and so one
Mr. McConnell seconded the motion. Upon vote the motion passed with all
states voting favorably,

Mr. Gautier stated that as usual the Commission standing committees
would be appointed following advice of the several states as to people
each state wishes appointed on the committees,

The Secrctary passed oubt a consolidated report of the dead shell

dredging operations showing by states, cubic yards, revenues per cubic
vard and total revenues, for the past year.

With no further business to come before the session, the Chairman
adjourned the meeting at 12:50 BM.

fi»"’ *\),vlﬁ- .'«»7.-»."' /l/‘j\.s(/{./‘fv,

Prepared by:ﬁcmDﬂéley Gunn
Secretary-Treasurcr
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State Delegation's selection, as mailed to Commission
Secretary, of persons to be listed in resolution to the -
Interior Secretary recommending appointment on The Industry
Advisory Committee of Fish and Wildlife Service

Alsbamas Mr, James McPhillips
Floridas Mr. Francis W. Taylor
Louwisianas Mr. A. J. Wegmann
Mississippis Mr. A. J. Wegmann
Texas: ‘. Mr. A. J. Wegmann

(1~19)



A RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service
has requested the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission to
inquire of industry on the Gulf if an economic survey of the
shrimp industry is desired and to cormunicate this Commission's
recommendations in the matter; and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana-Mississippi Shrimp Association,
the Southeastern Fisheries Association, and the Texas Shrimp
Association have expressed a desire that such a survey be under-
taken; now therefore be it

RESOLVED that this Commission recommends that the Fish
and Wildlife Service give favorable consideration to 1n1t1at1ng
such a project; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the shrimp industry of the
Gulf States be informed of this request and that its cooperation
in the supplying of data essential to the suggested survey be
respectfully solicited,

3% N % ¥ %

The foregoing Resolution was adopted by the Gulf States Marine
Fisheries Commission, October 22, 1954, at a2 regular Commission
meeting held at the Gunter Hotel in the City of San Antonio, Texas.

( )\J& /\Mj LALANS |

W. Dudlcy Gunn
Secretary-Treasurer



A RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission being aware
that accurate and immediate weather information is of the utmost importance
to the States bordering on the Gulf of Mexicoj and

WHEREAS, the Gulf Coast is the only coast without a weather station
offshore; and

‘ WHEREAS, there exists an urgent, definite, and proven need for
more adequate weather information in this highly productive section of the
United States; and

WHEREAS, Congressman Te Ashton Thompson, of Louisiana, introduced

in the 83rd. Congress, 2nd Session, HR 9251 on May 2L, 1954, "To provide

that a floating weather station shall be maintzined at all times in the Gulf
of Mexico to provide storm warnings for States bordering on the Gulf of
Mexico"; and

WHEREAS, this Bill - HR 9251 - received full support from the ine
dustries located on the Gulf of Mexico, particularly the Fisheries, Air
Lines, 0il Operators, Steamship Operators, and Civil Defense Directors; and

WHEREAS, the above named Bill was found to be not necessary in
order to establish such Weather Station, because such authority has been
provided the Secrctary of Commerce of the United States under Section 1L7:
Title 1L USC; and Section 90: Title 1l USC; and

WHEREAS, the Office of the Secretary of Commerce, the Office of the
Chief of the Weather Bureau, and the Commandant of the United States Coast
Guard have been made aware of the need for this weather protection service
for the Gulf States through briefs, letters, resolutions, telegrams, and -
telephone advices; and

WHEREAS, lives and property amounting to over two billion dollars
are in jeopardy due to lack of information from the Central and Western Gulf
of Mexico where destructive storms form very suddenly; therefore be it.

RESOLVED that the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Comrission urges
immediate consideration by the Secretary of Commerce of the United States to
establish a Weather Station in the Gulf of Mexico, because existing land=
based facilities have proven inadequate for the needs of our fishing fleets,
which now range far beyond the scope of radar stations, and that the economy
of the Gulf States marine fisheries is seriously threatened because of the
lack of weather protection which would be provided by a Weather Station in
the Gulf of Mexicoj and '

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this Resolution be forwarded
to the President of the United States, the President of the Senate and the
Speaker of the House in the Congress, the Congréssional Delegations of the
States of Alabama, Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas; the Chairman
and members of the Senate Interior & Insular Affairs Committee; the Chairman
and members of thc House Merchant Merine & Fisheries Committee; the Chairman
and members of the Senate and House Joint Committee on Appropriationss

The foregoing Resolution was adopted by the Gulf States Marine Fisheries
Commission, October 22, 195L, at a regular Commission meeting held at
the Gunter Hotel in the City of San Antonio, Texas. '

W. Dudley\- unn
Secretary~Treasurer



A RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, thc shellfish certification program which
is based on a joint state; federal and industry cooperative
plan has proven so highly successful in the maintenance of
sanitary controls, particularly at the source of supply of
the raw product; therefore be it

RESOLVED by the Gulf States Marine Fisheries
Commission that shellfish which do not conform with standards
as outlined in such program should not be offered for sale
in the several states; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution
be transmitted to the President of the Unitcd States, the
Senate and the House of Representatives, the Secretary of
State, the U, S. Food and Drug Administration and the U. S.
Public Health Service through the Secrctary of Health, Educa-
tion and Welfare.

The foregoing Resolution was adopted by the Gulf States Marine
Fishcries Commission, October 22, 1954, at a regular Commission
meeting held at the Gunter Hotel in the City of San Antonio,

TexasSe \
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W. Dudley Gunn
Secretary-Treasurer



COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF EXPENSES

Budget Actual Expenses Forecast of
1953-54 1953-54 Expenses-1954-55
Salaries $ 10,000, $ 10,0L5.65 $ 10,200,
Travel 1,350. 1,719.98 1,525,
Rent ‘ 1,080, 1,080. 00 1,080,
Stationery,0ffice Supplies :
and Printing L30. 169,75 522,
Telephone & Telegraph Lso0. 505.93 158,
Postage : 90. 96.6L 110.
Electricity 60. 75,89 | 80.
Accounting \ ‘ 175, 175,00 225,
Insurance 236. 2L0.38 250,
Depreciation L97. : 196,96 500,
Miscellaneous (Sundry) 25, 70.68 125
Furniture, Fixtures &
Repair 50, - 25,
TOTAL $ Lh,LL3. $ 1h,976.86 $ 15,100,

195L4-55 Budget approved by the Commission.

GSMFC (M-19)



GULF STATES MARINE FISHERIES COMMISSION

FINANCIAL POSITION
CLOSE OF BUSINESS, OCTOBER 18, 195L

Cash in Bank 9/30/5L $1li,9L3. 65
Deposits since 9/30/5k _ 5,000.00
Petty cash & stamps 10/18/5lL 18.86 $19,962.51
Checks outstanding 9/30/54 | $ 20L.61
Checks issued since 9/30/5L £40.86 Th5. L7
Balance $19,217.04

The balance shown includes salaries through 10/15 but does not include
proretion of accounts to 10/18 as are settled monthly, such as rent,
services, etc,

A1l membership dues have been paid for the current state fiscal years.
Proceeding through the remainder of the fiscal year at the present level

of monthly operating expense, approximately $1200.00, the Commission
should have about 39,000.00 on hand at the close of businsss June 30, 1955,

GSMFC (M=-19)
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A RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission
is concerned with the welfare of the fisheries of the Gulf of
Mexico; and '

WHERGAS, Public Law 466 authorizes the Secretary of
the Interior to appoint an advisory committee of the American
fisheries industry to advise him in the formulation of policy,
rules and regulations pertaining to requests for assistance,
and other matters; and

WHEREAS, this Commission feels that representatives
of industry located on the Gulf of Mexico could becausc of their
intimate knowledge of the fisheries problems of the arca be of
considerablc assistance in serving on such a committee; now
therefore be it

RESOLVED that the Gulf Statcs Marine Fisheries Commission
recommends to the Secretary of the Interior the names of Mr. James
McPhillips, President, McPhillips Packing Company, Bayou La Batre,

- Alabamaj Mr. Francis W. Taylor, President, Warrcn Fish Company,

Pensacola, Floridag and Mr. A. J. Wegmann, Prcsident, Bagille's
Seafood Company, Ncw Orleans, Louisiana, for consideration in the
selection of members to serve on the industry advisory committee.

LR I N O S 1

The foregoing Resolution was adopted by the Gulf States Marine
Fisheries Commission, October 22, 195L, at a regular Commission mecet=
ing held at the Gunter Hotel in the City of San Antonio, Texas.

, e
W. Dudley Gunn
Secrotary-Treasurer
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GULF STATES MARINE FIHERIES COMMISSION
New Orleans, Louisiana
Jung Hotel = Map Room
March 18 (Thursday) & March 19 (Friday) 1954
PROCGRAN
(Mr. Hermes Gautier, Commission Chairman, Presiding)
9:30 AM  CALL TO ORDER.
ROLL CALL AND INTRODUCTIONS,
WELCOME:s Mr. I. D. Yourg, Jr., Director, Louisiana
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission,
10:00 AM REVIEW OF SHRIMP RESEARCH APPROVED BY THE G.S.M.F.C.:
- Dr. Gordon Gunter, Director, U. of Texas, Inst. of Marine

Science.

WAYS OF FINANCING THE COMMISSION APPROVED SHRIMP RESEARCH
PROGRAM: Mr. Gautier,

11:00 aM RESERVED FOR COMMISSION STATE DELEGATION SESSIONS.
11:30 AM RESERVED FOR WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE SESSION.

12230 PM LUNCH.

2:00 M REPORT OF WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE,

2:L45 P EXPLORATORY FISHING FOR SHRIMP: Mr. Stewart Springer, FWS,
Gulf Fishery Explorations. '

3:15>PM STATE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GULF FISHES, A GRAPHICAL PRESENTATION:
' Dr. L. A. Walford, FWS, Branch of Fishery Biology.

3:45 B HYDROSONIC SURVEYING OF SHELL DEPOSITS: Mr. Howard D. Dodgen,
Executive Secretary, Texas Game & Fish Commission.

11200 B ADJOURNMENT

(1-18)



RN

9330 AM

10:00 AM

10:30 M

11:00 M

11510 AM

FRIDAY, MARCH 19, 1954

EDUCATIONAL FIIM PRODUCED FOR TELEVISION,

THE LOUISIANA FISHERIES, Presented by Givision Chiefs,
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commissions

Oyster Division - Mr. James N. McConnell
Commercial Seafood Division - Mr, Lee Eddy, Jre

CURRENT STATUS OF THE RED TIDE PROBLEM: Mr. Charlie Bevis,
Supervisor, Florida Board of Conscrvation, introducing:

[

Sor '
Dr. F. G. W. Smith, Rebssai I¥sociate, The rarine

Laboratory, University of Miami,

Mr. Wm. B. Wilson, Fishery Rescarch Biologist,
FWS, Gulf Fishery Investigations,

ADJOURNMENT

e
3
S
e
*
%
>
K

EXECUTIVE SESSION.
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GULF STATES MARINE FISHERIES COMMISSION
312 Audubon Building
New Orleans 16, Louisiana

MINUTES
(Extract of Transcript)

REGULAR MEETING, MARCH 18-19, 1954
JUNG HOTEL, NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA

OFFICIAL ATTENDANCE OF COMMISSIONERS:

ALABAMA:
FLORIDA:

LOUTSTANA :

ttsranan—

MISSISSIPPI:

TEXAS:

PROXIES:

STAFF 3

Legal:
Scientifics

PRESENT ABSENT
W. C. Holmes Earl M. McGowin

Thomas A. Johnston, III

.D. C. Jones, Jr. Charlie Bevis
William J. Hendry

L. D. Young, Jr. (3/18) C. C. Burleigh
Donald G. Bollinger

Hermes Gautier Walter J. Gex, Jr.
Louis Simmons

Howard D. Dodgen Jimmy Phillips

Iawrence A. Kurtz
L. J. Harris, Jr. (For Thomas A. Johnston,IIT)
Mary Schulman (For Charlie Bevis)

W. Dudley Gunn, Secty-Treas.
E. S. Hoover, Office Secty.

COMMISSION STANDING COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT

L. J. Harris, Jr., Mary Schulman (Previously listed)
L. E. Hopkins, H. C. Loesch, Cecil Reid, F. G. Walton Smith,
Percy Viosca, Jr.

STATE MARINE FISHERIES REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT

R. L. Eddy, C. H. Gresham, Sidney Landry, J. N. McConnell, G. C. Moore,
Charles Murphy, John Rockwell, L. S. St.Amant, W. S. Werlla,

(1-18)



FEDERAL GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT

A. W. Anderson, E. L. Arnold, Albert Collier, 3. C. Denham, W, C. Herrington,
D. L. Hoy, Stewart Springer, A. J. Suomela, William Terry, L. A. Walford,
. B. Wilson, ' -

STATE UNIVERSITY REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT

Fred Cagle, E. A. Fieger, Gordon Gunter, C. P. Idyll, J. G, Mackin, R. J.
Russell, Royal Suttkus.

FOIMER COMMISSTIONERS, REPRESENTATIVES OF INDUSTEY AND OTHERS PRESENT

E. J. Grizzaffi, B, E. Thomas, J. E. Barr, C. R. Carry, A. B. Chauvin,
W. J. Chauvin, Lenora Decuers, T. B. Holcombe, E. M. Lapeyre, Jr., F. S.
Lapeyre, Max Lorenz, John Real, Earl Rodriguez, G. E. Steele, Jr., L. W.
Strasburger, Mrs. A, J. Wegmann, A, J. Wegmann, and others.

GENERAL SESSION, MihCH 18, 195l

Mr. Hermes Gautier, Commission Chairman, who called the meeting to
order at 9:45 AM requested the Secretary to call the roll of Commissioners
and following, proceeded with introductions.

The Chairman next called upon Mr. L. D. Young, Jr. who extended a
warm welcome to the State of louisiana and presented a capitulation of the
poundageproduction and value of the Louisiana salt water fisheries.

Dr. Gordon Gunter prescnted a review of the shrimp research approved by
the Commission. The paper is first attached to these minutes,

Mr. Gautier opened the meeting for a discussion of ways and means for
the financing of the proposed shrimp research program. He pointed out that
Fish and Wildlife Service had approved the program but had advised that the
1954-55 budget was not sufficient to undertake such a program during the next
- fiscal year. It appeared from the discussion that the Saltonstall Bill
(5=2802), which was said to be scheduled for hearings starting April 1,
would be the most promising source for funds for handling of the program by
the Service.

Tt was decided to proceed with the program set for the afternoon
session after it developed that State Delegations, and Ways & Means Committee
separate sessions were not necessary.

The Chairman stated that the Fish & Wildlife Service had approved
the Commission's request (resolution adopted at Edgewater Park, January 21-22,
195L) that the exploratory section place primary emphasis on shrimp during

D
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the current calendar year and then called upon Mr. Stewart Springer to
review plans. Mr. Springer reported the vessel had already undertaken
the new program and was currently operating between Cape San Blas and
Tampa Bay. He reported no valuable concentrations yet found in the area.
The program calls for counterclockwise explorations around the Gulf, A
summary report of exploratory fishing for shrimp during 1952-53 was passed
out., This report is second attached to these minutes,

The meeting was adjourned for lunch at 11:L5 AM,

AFTERNOON SESSION, MARCH 18, 195

Dr. Walford was introduced to present the results of a recent
survey into the state of knowledge of the Gulf fishes conducted by the
Service upon request of the Commission. He spoke from a large graph, the
blocks of which were of varying colors of green to indicate the extent of
available information. A sheet containing information identical with the
large graph was distributeds It was explained that all inquiries sent
to Gulf scientists had not been returned, therefore the graph could only
be considered as preliminary. The preliminary graph is third attached
to these minutes. Information developed in discussion will be included
in revised graph which will be available in the near future, according to
Dr. Walford. Mr. Arnold, FWS, treated of Gulf larval fish findings,

Mr. Howard Dodgen was introduced to advise the Commission of the
latest developments in the proposed survey of Texas dead shell deposits
through the use of a hydro-sonic device. He said that while early tests
had not been under most favorable conditions, the Texas Commission was
satisfied with the merits of the device to extent that contract had been
made with Magnolia Petrolecum Company to supply same. The device was said
to cost $15,000, $30,000 for other equipment and $L00,000 for operation,
engineering and personnel over a five year period, the length of time esti-~
mated to survey the Texas deposits. Mr. Dodgen said he would be glad to
have representatives from other of the States profit from their experiences
- after the device is perfected and put into operation.

FRIDAY, MARCH 19, 195L

A 16 mm, sound film prepared for television audiences by the
Texas Game and Fish Commission was shown by Mr. James E. Morgan
of the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission. Mr. Dodgen stated
that while the film was one of wildlife they expected to make films of
the fresh and salt water fisheries, each costing from $2,000 to $2,500.
Surveys which have been completed, according to Mr. Dodgen, indicate the
television stations are anxious to show this type of film to their
audiences because of the popular appeal and it is his belief that such
films are the least expensive and most practical media for educating the
people in conservation of the resources.

(M~18)



In speaking on the subject, The Louisiana Fisheries, the Chairman call=-
ed upon Mr, James N, McConnell, Chief, Louisiana Division of Oysters and
Water Bottoms, who informed the group of a meeting which had been called
by the Iouisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission in New Orleans for
April S5,inviting representatives of the Louisiana Department of Conserva=
tion, the U. S. Geological Survey, the U.S. Engineers and all companies
interested in offshore geophysical work to participate in discussions
relative to the adoption of rules and regulations relative to such opera=
tions. Mr. McConnell illustrated on the blackboard how an oyster reef
near a point on the land becomes silted through water forming a cut land-
ward from extremity of a point, and how eventually a new reef is formed when
the water covers the parcel of land which is pinched off,

Mr. lee Eddy, Jre, Chief of the Louisiana Commission's Commercial
Seafood Division, was next introduced. Mr. Eddy spoke of the crop production
limitations which are at present being imposed upon the farmer by the
federal government, such limitations being unthought of by the farmer of
fifty years agos of it being conceivable that some day the government would
tell the fisherman how, when and in what amount he could utilize the aquatic
resources. He affirmed the rights of the states to regulate their own
resources and suggested that the states be mindful of such action as might
eventually lead to government regulation over the states'! aquatic resources.

The current status of the Red Tide problem was next on the agenda,
and the Chairman opened the subject by calling upon Miss Mary Schulman,
Asst. Attorney General, State of Florida.

Miss Schulman stated that the Florida Board of Conservation had in recent
weeks appropriated $17,000 to the University of Florida for a Red Tide
research program and $25,000 for continuance of the program which has been
carried on by the Marine Laboratory, University of Miami.

Miss Schulman introduced Dr. F. G. Walton Smith, Director of the Marine
Laboratory to tell of the work Florida is dolng in an effort to determine
the cause of the Red Tlde.

Dr. Smith, referring to the outbreak in 1946-L7 and later, informed the
conferees of the vast amount of damage which is done with each occurrence
and of the early and later obscrvations in relation to the phenomena which
has placed the scientists in better position to cope with the problcm.
Occurrences of the tide were said to have been observed to follew hcavy
summer rainfall and the resulting run-off. On-shore winds was citcd as
another cbvious factors. Dr. Smith said it is important to control of

the tide to be able to predict occurrences and that present investigations
were designed to develop data which will aid in such forecasting.:

Mr. Albert Collier, FWSs Gulf Fishery Investigations, said that Florida
had both peat and marl in that portion of the state over which waters
passed into the Gulf, the quantities being dependent upon the amount of
rain, where the Red Tide generally appears. That the mixture of the various
inorganics from the peat and marl soils flowed from the mainland into

L=
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waters which tend to bank up along the coast due to prevailing low
velocity winds, and that such action produced a likely medium for
development of the Red Tide blooms The discharge of copper sulphate
in a mass of the organisms located by the Alaska off the S.W. Florida
Coast was encouraging enough, according to Mr, Collier, to warrant the
continuing of such experiments as a means of control,

Mr. William B. Wilson of FWS, who has been carrying on laboratory experi-
- ments with live culturcs of the Red Tide organism, was introduced. Mr.
Wilson told of the laboratory!s success in isolating Gymnodinium brevis
in September, 1953 and having maintained a number of cultures since that
time. Standard seawater taken 200 miles south of New Orleans, which has
been aged for a year to allow depletion of organic materials, is usecd for
each medium, he saids Work continues on the cultures in the laboratory,
growth and reproduction studies being included. Various chemical com=
pounds are being used to gain information on all rhases of the life of
the organism. Mr. Wilson's exhibit of cultures under the microscopes

was an interesting addition to the general subject of the Red Tide.

In discussion Dr. Walford suggested that all research agencies engaged

in Red Tide studies work closely together so that each would understand
the other's line of investigations, He said it would be useful if a
committee of biologists representing each of the agencies could be formed
under the auspices of the Commission to meet periodically between Com-
mission meetings., Dr., Smith agreed with Dr. Walford's suggestion.
(Secretary!'s note) At the executive session which followed Mr. Gautier
appointed on the Red Tide Committee:

Dr. F.G.Walton Smith, Chairman,
The Marine laboratory, University of Miami

Dr. James B. Lackey
University of Florida

Mr. Albert Collier
Fish & Wildlife Serviece, Galveston.

Having no response to an invitation for the presentation of other
subjects, Mr. Gautier adjourned the meeting at 12:10 PM but before doing so
reminded the conferces that the exhibit of larval and juvenile fishes,
including the sailfish which Mr. Arnold mentioned at the Thursday afternoon
session, were still on exhibit and that Mr. Arnold would be glad to explain
and answer any further questions in comnection with his exhibite.

Prepared by: W. Dudley Gumn
‘ Secty=Treas.
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GULF STATES MARINE FISHERIES COMMISSION
312 Audubon Building
New Orleans 16, louisiana

MINUTES

EXECUTIVE SESSION, NEW ORLEANS, IA. (MARCH 19, 195L.)

Mr. Gairtier called the session to order at 12:30 PM.

' Upon request, several representatives of industry were invited to
the first part of the session. The subject treated and names of those
in attendance at the early part of the session are on record at the
Commission's headquarters office. ’

Guests having left the session, Mr. Gauticr called on the Secretary
for scheduled reports:

Since only Alabama and Florida were qualified to vote, no action was taken
on approving of the minutes of the last meeting.

The Secretary reported a bank balance, less outstanding checks, of
$11,L476.16 as of March 1, 1954,

A report on the effects of a reduced 195L4-55 budget of the U, S. Coast and
Geodetic Survey was given and a summary of last surveys by areas was
prescnted. The Secretary was instructed to gather information on possible
losses to industry resulting from bottom areas possibly neecing to be
better charted, and to report on subject at the annual meeting.

The Secrctary was instructed to request Messrs., Young and Gex to poll
their respective State Deelgation on the Commission for a State vote on
a matter originally prcsented at the October Tampa meeting,

Those present approved San Antonio, Texas, as the meeting place for the
fifth annual meeting to fall on the dates, October 21-22.

The Chairman was instructed to proceed with the matter of securing a
federal appropriation for the inauguration of the Commission approved
shrimp program for the 1954-55 fiscal year beginning July 1, presenting
necegsary statements at hearings to be held on the Saltonstall Bill
(5=2802.)

Mr, Gautier requested the Secretary to express to Mr. Young the
deep appreciation of the Commission for the genuine hospitality extended
by Louisiana during the course of the meeting and for the very fine
dinner at Arnaud!s.

With no further matters to be considered the meeting was adjourned
at 2:00 P, M.

Prepared by: W. Dudley Gumn
Secty-Treas

6 (1-18)



P

- e

REVIEW OF SRIMP RESEARCH APPROVED BY THE
GULF STATES MARINE FISHERIES COMMISSION

Dr. Gordon Gunter 3/18/5l

Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen:

Whether or not I fulfill your expectations I feel particularly honored in
coming to New Orleans especially to talk about shrimp, for in a way it com-
pletes a full circle for me. My first job was with the Shrimp Investigations
for the old Bureau of Fisheries here on the louisiana coast almost 25 years
agoe

Our shrimp belong to the family Peneidae, which is a warm temperate and tropical
family having its center of distribution, so far as numbers of species are con-
cerned, in the Indo-Pacific area., They seem always to be most abundant around
estuarine areas and large river mouths. There are four species of commercial
importance in the Gulf of Mexico. These are the white shrimp, pink shrimp,

brown shrimp and the seabob, which is used for drying. There are some six other
species in this area but they are not of commercial importance.

The industry first changed from its purely local scope to one of national and
world-wide interest, when the canncries got started about the turn of the
century. They had lots of trouble in the beginning, The cans were first lined
with paper. ©Shrimp often spoiled and turned black in the can, but finally the
problems were licked. Shrimp were originally scined and I hawe seen seines in
operation which were 1,000 fathoms long, that being a little more than a mile.
The last seines were used a few years ago and the fishery now uses the otter
trawl exclusively., This gear came into use about the time of the first World
War,

Formerly we were concerned only with white shrimp and to a lesser extent with
the seahbob. :

The first worthwhile work on the biology of the white shrimp was carried on
by Mr. Percy Viosca 35 years ago. He found that shrimp spawn at sea, that they
make their way into inside waters, may grow up in as brief time as 6 months
and return to the seas That is a brief summary of the life history of the
shrimp and Viosca deserves full credit, which incidentally he never obtained,
because his results were not published in a national journal and not all of
hem under his own name,

Weymouth, Lindner and Anderson, 1933, rounded out this picture in detail with
presentation of total length-frequency curves of the population, as these

were shown in the commercial gear. Theirs was the first fully presented picture
and to-date is the most important publication from the fedoral Ehrimp investi-
gations. Pearson worked on larval stages and outlined the general picture al-
though the precise number of stages still is unknown. Various short papers wecre
written on the development of eggs in the ovariecs.

A fe¥% years ago I stumbled into data indicating that young white shrimp come
into low salinity waters in two groups during the spawning season and grow
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at the rate of about 1/25 of an inch a day. This explains the last general
gap in the 1life history of post-larval waite shrimp., I did not know that the
idea of fast growth was advanced long ago by Viosca.

Mr. Burkenroad!s chief contribution was to differentiate the old species,
Penaeus brasiliensis, so=-called, into two - the pink and brown shrimp. There
is a true P, brasiliensis, but it has not been reported from our area.

4 Dane named Heegaard worked on larval shrimp at our laboratory, His chief
contribution was to show that the number of larval stages are in doubt.

There have been other works, some unpublished. I am happy to say that Dr. Walford
has informed me that the Fish & Wildlife Service shrimp report, which we have
been expecting for some time, is almost ready for press, and should be out in
a short while,

The Niami'group has done some work on the pink shrimp in Florida and I under-
stand that this work is continuing. Mr. Harold C. Ioesch is carrying on a
study in Mobile Baye.

That brings us roughly to the present on shrimp research. In the past 5 years
the whole fishery has changed. The pink and brown shrimp have been heavily
exploited. We have not learned enough about white shrimp to exploit or control
the fishery properly and suddenly the problem has grown three times as large.

The need for a Gulf-wide program has been felt for a long time. Several people
have worked on the outline and probable costsof this program, which has already
been presented to yous I am supposed to explain that program. That is some=
thing of a problem for, in the first place, I never saw a rcsearch program

find precisely what it set out to get and similarly a research program always
runs into other things and makes discoveries which were undreamed of. The
reason being, of coursc, that we are always groping in the dark, otherwise
there would be no need for a research program.

In general terms, this research program and most others can be defended by
some simple considerations. Ignorance of any situation will lead always to
error sooner or later and often to catastrophes We feel the need to know,
tc push back the barriers of ignorance. Learning is both an individual and
a racial process. Racially we learn by observing new facts and putting them
in print. Research is purely a device for increasing the incidence and rate
of discovery of new facts. We want them particularly on shrimp.

That brings us to the specific problems. These can best be discussed under

the Deznription of Problems as listed in the various mimeographed reports of
this Commission. I shall take them up one by one.

2



1. WHY MUST WE KNOW THE LIFE HISTORY OF ALI IMPORTANT SPECIES?

The answer to that is almost self-evident., The general life history is the

starting point or base towards understanding the production and standing of

populations, which is the real point we are after, from the practical stand-
point,

As I have indicated, we know it in the broad aspects for white shrimp. But

we don't know precisely where in relation to the passes nor under what con-
ditions the shrimp spawn. We don't know how long the young float in the water
nor what the chief food is at any stage.

The 200,000,000 pounds of shrimp caught per year probably consume a billion
pounds of food. Possibly a variation in food supply may largely explain
variations in the shrimp supply. We might end up studying the variation in
supply of some little worm, as a key to the whole thing,

Concerning pink and brown shrimp we know very little. I am told that fishable
concentrations of pink shrimp are found only on shell and coral sands and that
the Flsrida pinks raise in Florida Bay.

We know that the browns do not school as the whites do and are distributed at

a rate of about 5 to 7 pounds per acre, on thec grounds. They do not go into
quite so low salinities as white shrimp and go farther out to sea, They are
caught on four more or less discrete grounds between S.W. Pass of the Mississippi
and Obregon, Mexico, which is in the lower part of the Gulf of Campeche. Weymouth,
Lindner and Anderson stated that brown shrimp out-numbersd whites in Barataria
Bay in early summer in 1931 and 32. I observed the same thing in Texas bays

in 1941 and L2. Apparently, they have always been with use. We don't know why
white shrimp are caught in the day and browns mostly at night. It is a change

of shifts for reasons unknowns

2, WHY MUST WE SAMPLE THE CATCH?

Today on the Texas coast we don!t know how many shrimp are taken in Mexico and
how many in Texas waters. We know the landings fairly well, but not the pro=-
duction of Texas waterse That is an impossible situations No matter how much
else you know, you could never do anything by way of controlling laws, if you
did not know who produced what and where.

But in sampling the catch we want to know considerably more than that. We want
to know what sizes and species are caught where and when throughout the year
and how much effort it takes and how these matters change seasonally from year
to year.

Such sampling is a primary requisite to the general knowledge of the populations
and scarcely needs further emphasis. If such sampling goes hand in hand with
sampling of the undersized, non~commercial part of the population, on an adequate
scale, we shall finally be able to see an orderly picture in the change of shrimp
populations = and there is an orderly picture there if we can discern it. If

this can be done thoroughly then possibly some of the sampling can be stopped
later and only key areas and.times sampled,
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3. WHY IS IT NECESSARY TO DETERMINE THE MECGHANISMS BY WHICH THE YOUNG ENTER
INSIDE WATERS?

The entranccsto the bays, low salinity waters, are fairly restricted on most

of our coasts. Yet shrimp spawn at sea and the young are relatively weak
swimming parts of the floating life for 2 or 3 weeks. A Dane working on our
coast said he found a cloud of shrimp larvae about 5 miles offshore which

slowly drifted towards our pass, Aransas Pass, as they grews There is a
possibility that he switched species somewhere in dozen or so stages and further
there is a strong westward or southward current along these shores. How, then,
could a cloud of several million shrimp larvae move directly across that current
and hit a pass 1/L of a mile wide - or a point less than .,003 percent of the
Texas coast - where passes are 33 miles apart on an average. And south of this
point there is no place where white shrimp can raise for 1,000 miles. There

is something very strange about it all., Is there a great waste or loss of
shrimp larvae? Do the numbers entering the passes determine next year's crop

or is there always an oversupply? By a study of the incoming supply can we
predict next year's supply? How do these small atoms of life breast the forces
of the ever-changing sea? If you compare relative sizes to distances, the homing
of the salmon is not a bit more marvelous., Here may be a main key to shrimp
productions '

L. WHY IS IT NECESSARY TO LEARN HOW VARIATIONS IN THE ENVIRONMENT RELATE TO
SIZE OF THE BROOD?

We know from other fisheries that the size of the amnual crop is not usually
related so much to the number of eggs laid, for there is nearly always a sur-
plus, but to what happens in the environment immediately after spawning. After
hatching the young are in the most helpless, vulnerable stage of their whole
life. Unusual changes in temperature may kill them or strong currents may
sweep them away. They are highly restricted in the kind of food they can eat
and if the proper food is not present in ample quantity they may starve. We
know nothing of these things and when you consider all the factors which must
be just right for the microscopic young, the wonder is that you ever have a
good crop.

S« WHY IS IT NECESSARY TO TAG SHRIMP?

Some tagging of shrimp has been done and the Fish and Wildlife Service has
shown that shrimp migrate southward up to 300 miles in winter, along the

South Atlantic Coast, and return northward in the spring. But there - is strong
suspicion that these were very tough shrimp, like the centenarians in the human
race who attribute their longevity to extensive use of whiskey or tobacco.

We need better tagging procedures.

We need to know not only where shrimp go but how fast they grow and how fast
they die. That is the key to the whole proposition of protection. If you have
a hundred pounds of shrimp that are going to be 125 pounds of shrimp a month
hence, or even only 100 pounds of larger, better grade shrimp, they should
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be protected and not fished. On the other hand, if there are going to be only
75 or 50 pounds left from this original 100 pounds, then they should be taken
while taking is good. Both the mortality and the growth rate can be determined
by tagging, with adequate sampling.

6o WH.T CAN BE LEARNED B STUDYING SHRIMP IN THE LABORATORY?

If we knew enough about the individual shrimp we could predict what shrimp
would do in nature. We could study the influences of temperature, salinity,
oxygen tension, turbidity, light, darkness, mud, food, other shrimp and
several other factors upon shrimp. We might be able, if good methods were
developed, rear the various stages and learn them completely and even learn
something that way about the rate of growthe I am curious to know why brown
shrimp are caught best at night and the white shrimp by day. Why does one
species school heavily while the other does not. There are dozens of questions
which can be worked out and answered in the laboratory.

The determination of proper tagging techniques will be essentially a laboratory
jOb‘

T WHY STUDY THE ECOLOGY OF AN INSIDE AREA WITH PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO SHRIMP?

The inside grounds are the nursery grounds. Their study is particularly im-
portant for various reasons. In the first place these areas are subject to
modification by man, and in ways which might be harmful to shrimp. We don!t
know what litle shrimp eat (or the large ones either) and we don't know what
their chief enemies are, Is there an over supply of young so that there is
always heavy competition with one another - with shrimp eating shrimp- for
space and food? 1In any case, if the nursery grounds change through natural
or man-made changes in harmful ways, there will be no more shrimp.

We have become cognizant in recent years cf the effects of influences from land
on bay animels. Dr. Huntsman of Canada says the herring population in the Bay
of Fundy changed with currents and salinity. Dr. Malcolm Owen, formerly of

the State of Louisiana Oyster Division, has stated that good oyster years follow
years of heavy rainfall, Two of us from Port Aransas have recently submitted

a paper showing that white shrimp production on the¢ Texas Coast has been
strongly correlated with rainfall ever since 1927, when the fishery first got
started, There are certain indications that the real correlation is with
salinity of the water, and we have predicted a resurgence of the white shrimp
population when we get some rain, but there seems to be no hope of a test soon.
After about eight years of drouth we are almost 3 inches short so far this
years

8. WHY IS IT NECESSARY TO ESTABLISH AND MAINTAIN A HISTORY OF CHANGES IN
THE AREA?

Vast changes are taking place on this coast all the time. Recently a group of
geologists from the Scripps Institution of Oceanography published a paper
purporting to show that Texas bays, at the present rate of deposition will
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be filled up in 100 years. I'1l bet they won't be - but this highlights the
situation. :

The Atchafalaya is trying to become the main outlet of the Mississippi. I have

talked rersonally to people who forded it on horscback and crossed it on a little

wooden foolbridge aboubl 90 ycars agosDr. Russell has stated that one of the
largest deltas in the world is in the process of formation at the mouth of
the Atchafalaya, These things have had vast effects on oyster reefs, some

of which are known, and by and large the reefs seem to have movedlandward
during the past 60 years. But shrimp leave no tracks and we do not know what
the effect on them has been.

Every levee, drainage ditch, canal and spoil=-bank changes the bay environment
in some manner - and if we are ever to find out which way we are going, not
only with respect to shrimp, but oysters and fish as well, we must study these
changes and record their history.

9. WHY IS IT NECESSARY TO GATHER ADEQUATE STATISTICS?

It seems to me to be useless and umnecessary to enlarge upon this. Without it
you could not tell if the fishery were increasing or failing. You would not
know where your most productive areas were, or in turn when one declined and
another increaseds 1In fact, adequate statistics fit so closely into the
biological program that it is a hand in glove proposition and the biologist
camot get very far in portraying the whole picture without adequate procuction
statistics. That matter is self~evident and needs no further comment.

10, WHY IS IT NECESSARY TO DIFFERENTIATE THE STOCKS?

Are the stocks one or many? Do little shrimp entering Barataria Bay return
home to where mama and papa came from, or is mama a Floridian and papa a
Texan? Are the stocks so different that what happens in Mississippi has no
influence on Texas or is it all one big shrimp population, intermingling and
comingling everywhere? You can néver work out satisfactory conservation
measures until the situation is knowns

%% % % % %

Now each state has its own particular problems but the whole problem transcends
all state lines and only if it is attacked as a whole will it be solved
efficiently and in the foreseeable future. That fundamentally is the reason
it is under consideration by this Commission.

In my estimation the value of this study will be of two kindss First it will
yield information of immediate practical value to an important industry, and
second, it will add generally to the sum total of human knowledge. We are
probably no more intelligent than the Greeks, Romans and Egyptians, but we
know a great deal more. That vast increase in knowledge has come about because

b



people observed new facts and recorded them on paper for later generations.
Please note that word recorded, It does no good to learn things and not
record them in the public record, Any scientist or member of a laboratory
group or organization, such as this proposed shrimp research group purports
to be, who discovers new facts and does not record them properly in print,
is essentially practicing a fraud, not only upon society as a whole, but
upon the group and himself. For that reason the budget allows adequate
funds for publication and those publications should start coming out within
a few years after the work begins.

(The foregoing was presented by Dr. Gordon Gunter at a regular meeting
of the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission, Jung Hotel, New Orleans,
- Iouisiana, March 18-19, 195L.)
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Introduction
Production in the shrimp fishery of the Gulf of Mexico reached

nearly 152,000,000 pounds (heads-on shrimp) in 1950. From 1950 through
1953 the over-all situation has been that of steady or slipghtly higher
total landings but with some substantial declines as well as sharp increases
of landings in certain parts of the Gulf. In 1950 the Tortugas fishery
was being intensively worked for the first time, and the newly-discovered
fishing grounds of the Gulf of Campeche were beginning to contribute heavily
to the landings at Gulf fishing ports. Also, the brown-grooved shrimp was
becoming an increasingly important componemt of the total catch. These
conditions emphasized the importance of new f{ishing grounds to expansion of
the fishery,

The interdependence of exploratory fishing information, marketing
conditions, and the availabllity of fishermen, vessels, and gear, is clearly

illustrated in the expansion of the shrimp fishery, Exploratory information

% A more comprehensive report, complete with charts of the fishing grounds,
fishing log and other illustrations, will be issued as a fishery leaflet
in the near future,
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conveniently acoeessible Tortugas grounds, found by fishermen at a tims

when & sbrong market waes ready for pink shrimp, was heavily fished a%
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In April, 1950, under a recommendation by the Gulfi Stabtes

t

weries Commission Lo the Service’s Branch of Commercial Fisheriss,

wxploratory fishing vessel Qregon began explorations in the Gulf of
Memico, It was requested that empﬁa&iﬁ be placed on shrimp, with tuna and
red snopoer exploretions as secondary abé@aﬁi#aﬂo Prelimlnary discussions
of the explorabtory methods bo be followed brought out the point thak
priority should ke given %o the losatlon of accessible unused fishing

areas of

d s

fering good ecabches bo shrimp fishing vesssls with standerd sguip-
ment, This appreach reguired a relatively greal amount of travel time fop
the vessel in order %o get some drags mads in ell sections of the Gulf in
seerch of highly productive fishing areas.

A deseription of exploratory shrimp fishing mebhods and types

of pear used was given in Fishery Leaflea'hﬂé {published in September 1952},

whion detalls on the three basic trawl designs enployed are

and oonshr

described in Fishery Leaflet 394 (September 1951).

in Catoh Composition

Iv is common knowledge that changes cceur in the fishing grounds

Erom year bo year sl that these changes may bring either more valuable b



ar hess velusble gafuhes, The changes ave nob only gquantitative, but
tise kinde of shrimp and fish caught on some Gulfl grounds appear to change
from bime o tima; There are many examples in the rscords of Qregon
catehes dndivabting that change in cateh composition 18 a normal condition.

We have previcusly reported (Fishery Leaflet 406) the presence
of pink-grooved shrimp off the Alabama and Mississippl coasts making up
as mach 28 30 percent of the grooved shrimp cateh of some vessgls in the
late spring end swuner of 1950, Very few pinks, not more bhan one percent
of the cateh of grooved shrimp, were noted in the followlng three spring
and gumzer ssasons. Furthermore; there was substantial agreement among
somuersial fishermen thet few plak-grooved shrimp had been present in
catehes prior Yo 1950, Ia Janwary, 1951, the Oregon made a series of
5 exploratory drags bebwesn Fort Myers and Tampa Bay in depbhs of 6 to
18 fathomz. Three of these drags (of 15 to 30 minutes duration) resulbed
kn suesh heawy cabohes of logperhead sponges that the nebs were badly ripped
while holstlog them aboard and nost of the catch wa# iost. Although pink-
grooved shrimp were taken, there was no indication of coumercisl concentration
frow any of these catches. However, in the summer of 1953 commercial fishing
by a f=w vessels was carried on nesar Fort Myers with moderate success.

In Avgust, 1953, & few Jlandings of shrimp in Loﬁisiam& for camming
reeelved special a%%@nﬁimm'bﬁ&amsﬁ@ although the shriwp weres quite fresh,
they ware reddish. A sesnple of the catches was examined and found to be

mads up of Trachvpenaeus consiriebue, about 30 count, heads-on, This kind

R
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of shrimp is not ordinarily teken in sufficlent quantiiy to be of any
comuercial importance and bhose taken would normally pass wnnoticed or be

culled out of shrimp catohes as oo small,




Hany of the changes are relatively obscure and affect shrimp
or fishaes of little commercial importance. Some of the changes ogcur -
over such & long perlod of time that they pass unnoticed. For example,

there are two species of white trout found along the north Gulf coast,

Cynoscion srenarius, and'CynQSQQgﬁ nothus. =0 similar in appearance that
‘fishe?men do not racognizé them as different kinds. The two can be very
sasily distinguished once the differences are known. Cynescion nothus
was 80 rare in Oregon catches from 1950 through 1952 that only thres {ish
wers recorded, bul in 1953 this white troubt was present in substantial
numbers in all Opregon drags inshore in the north-central Gulf,

It is necessary to take the probability of some change in the

fishing situation into consideration in the svalietion of explorstory datea.

The Western Gulf: Brown-Grooved Shrimp

The continental shelf area of the Gulf of Mexico is divided into
two major bottom type zones, each remarkably unifom throughout its range.

The western Gulf continental shell zone extends from Pensacola
wagtward and down bLhe Mexican coast to Carmen, Mexico, Beyond the 10-fathom
curve Lhe bottom is primarily Lerrigenous mud Qr‘aiiai but with miztures
of sand extending out to 30 or more fathoms in some aress. Mud lumps and
large coral-rock structures are common beyond the 50~fathom curve ocut to
the edge of the shelf, Zone boundaries are somewhat arbitrary since there
i8 a narrow transition area at each end.

The brown-grooved shrimp (FPepaeus agzbecus) is the principal
species found in catches frow the extensive mud bottoms of the continental
shelf of Alabawa, Missiseippi, loulsiana, and Texas, White shrimp (Penaeus

sebiferug) are also pressut in the same region but fishable concentrations



of them are generally restricted to the shallower water inside of the
20-fathom curve, The brown~grooved shrimp (white shrimp are not groovgd)
have a wider range in depth. Although there are many instances, partic--
ularly at dawn and at dusk, or in muddy water, when both species may be
taken from a single drag, brown-grooved shrimp are usually caught in
night drags while white shrimp are taken in the daytime, A few pink-
grooved shrimp are found in the western Gulf of Mexico and the range of
the brovwn-greoved shrimp may extend inbto the eastern Gulf, but the
commercial importance of thess cut-of-range shrimp is not known, perhaps
because of the short time of observations of fluctuating availability.

Brown=grooved shrimp have been taken in 85 percent of all
exploratory drags made by the Qregon in depths of 10 to 70 fathoms
between Cape San Blas, Florida, westward and southward on the continental
shelf to Carmen, Mexico, During 1950-51, the Oregon trawled all major
unfished areas of povential brown-grooved shrimp production in the Gulf,
In 1952-53, repeat coverage was carried out in the same areas at different
seasons, Coverage of many areas during the December to February period
is ihcomplete due to severely curtailed fishing operations caused by
unfavorable weather, although most of the good trawling bottom has been
worked in several seasons.

The area that has repeatedly yielded the highest catch rats of
brown~grooved shrimp lies in the 30- to 45-fathom depth range between
88 and 90 degrees west longitude, on both sides of the Mississippi Delta,
These grounds wsre reportsd in Commercial Fisheries Review after initial
explorations in the fall of 1950 produced heavy catches at rates up to

315 pounds per hour. These high catch rates were cobtained on grounds not



praviously fished and radictelephone reports to the neariy shrimp

fieet on September L5th that the Uregon had taken 2,700 powwis of 12- .
to lb~count shrimp the preceding night resulted in immediate utilisation
i the grounds, By the end of 1951, the commercial flects were making
régulav nge of portions of Lthe grounds in 30 to A5 fathoms on both sides
of the Mississippi Delta, although some sections were only partly in use
through 1951 due 4o the soft mud botton that bogged trewling gear. In
1952, after the introduction of the "mud rope", the entire area was
being fished,

Fastward from 8¢ degrees west longitude (east of Mobile) cateh
rates diminish rapidly, No catches of brown-grooved sheimp were mads
east of Cape San Blas, Florida, One area, in 45 to 6% fathoms off
Pensacola, produced very large shrimp {3 to 6 per pound) but exploratory
drags did not indicate high commercial concentrations. In the winter of
1952-533, a small fleet worked in this ares but moved back 1o more pro-
durtive grounds in the spring.

Westward from the Delta ail grounds that seasonally have
comnerelally valuable stocke are belng worked by the Texas and Louisiana
flests, Beyond the present depth rangs of this fishery, in 35 to 50
{athows, Lhere are extensive sreas of gopd trawling botbom, Catches of
20 to 50 pourkds per hour were made by the Oregon throughout this range,
an average that is velow the present minimum caboh rate for offshore
shrimpers, The highest exploratory cateh in this range off the Texas
eoast was 150 pourds per hour, This ares, dus south of Galvesion in

3% fatvhoms, 48 now included seazomalily in the fishery,



Off the Alabama, Mississippl, Louisiana, and Texas coasts,
the steep slops of the continental shelf between 70 and 100 fathoms
makes trawling difficult and impractical., The few drags success{ully
completed by the Qregon from this range brought up no brown-grooved
shrimp.

Bayond 50 fathous out to the edge of the continental shelf
poor btrawling bottom was c¢haracteristic. Of 29 exploratory drags made
in the 50~ to 60-fathom depth range along the Texas to Alabama coasts,
1l resulted in complete loss of trawling geur. Fifteepn of the remaining
18 drage caught brown-grooved shrimp at rates of 1 to 60 poumds per hour,
Of 50 drags made inside of 10 fathoms for comparative purposes, only 14
saught brown-grooved shrimp.,

Most exploratory dragging was carried oub using 4O-foot flat
shrimp trawls. The reasons for using this gear are discussed in Fishery
Leaflet 406 {p. 4), and complete comstruction details are given in
Fishery Leaflet 394.

When good fishing grounds were indicated by the 40-Loot tw&wl\
catches, larger commercial-type gear was used. These included 55-, 85-,
and 100=foot flat trawls, and 74~ and 125-foot balleon trawls. Most
production type trawling was carried out with either the 7h~fool balloen
trawl or the 100-foot flat trawl, depending upon bottom conditions.

Degpite efforts to select good travling bottom for expleratory
work, gear leoss was severe. Twenbty trawls were lost, including one or
both trawl doors on 9 pocasions., Twenty-nine other trawls were so
severely damaged that they required almost complete refabrication. The

reason for many of these losses could not be determined, however, the
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fear damage ocourred in spite of the fact that exploratory
travils have generally been of hesvier twine than normal and that depth
recorder trecings have been colosely wabched during the course of trawling.
At drregular inbervals the flesls working on brown-grooved
ehvimp lose conbact with the concentrations, forelng a temporary suspenaion
of Pishing eperstdons. On three ocoasions siong the Texas and Loulsiana
cossts, vhe Drepon bas covered areas under fhsse vonditions with a servies

sransechs Teom shallow water oub Lo the edge of the continsntal

of
phelf, sbbteanpbing bo determine i this resulbted from & mass movement or a
gigperenl of the shrimp conventrations. Jach time a similayr pattern of

botton benperatures was noted. This was charscterized by little variation
wyar wide depbh ranges, usually less than 2 degrees F.; between 10 fathons

and the edgs of the shelf, The nature of the catoches on the shelf indicated

. dapersal of the stock rather than any nass movement, Thinly
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graileved vy ahedmp of wixsd sizes were found Lo be mors or less evenly

digtrituted over s wide depbb renge, making commerclal trawling unprofitable.



The Fastern Gulf; Pink-grooved Shrimp

The eastern Gulf continental shelf zone extends from Pensacola

south along the Florida coast and includes the Campeche Bank down to
Carmen, These two sections are characterized by sand, shell, and coral
gravel;\and by live coral overlying white, gritty. caleareous mud.

Extensive areas along the west coast of Florida and on the
Campeche Bank with the depth range of pink-grooved shrimp (Penasus
duorarum) have received scanty exploratory trawling to date. Occasional
good catches by shrimp boats in small isolated gulleys of clear, mud
botitomy the presence of young pink-grooved shrimp in Boca Grande Harbor,
Tampa Bay, Cedar Keys, and off Apalachicola, and scattered pink-grooved
shrimp caught in exploratory drags throughout the 10- to 25-fathom depth
range on bad bottom, indicate the possibilities of eventually developing
confined, limited production areas if either clear bottom can bs located
or gear 1s developed to overcome the natural trawling hazards.

Commercial concentrations of pink-~grooved shrimp were found to
extend beyond the heavily worked areas on both the Dry Tortugas and Gulf
of Campeche grounds. In August, 1951, the Oregon ran a series of drags
away from the relatively confined l4=fathom fishing area off Campeche and
demonstrated that equally high catches could be maintained out to 2% fathows
at distances of 20 to 25 miles away from the area of intensive fishing,

In June, 1950; January and February, 1951; July and December,
1952; and in June 1953, exploratory soundings were made in 10 to 25 fathoms
between Apalachee Bay and the Dry Tortugas gréunds in search of even bottom
sufficiently clear of coral and loggerhead sponge to permit trawling with

conventional-type trawling gear. The few drags made in less hazardous



[

spuearing arsas off Cedar Keys, Tawpa, and Bosy Grands generally resultsd
Owing to the time-consuming nature of development of trawling
gesr suited Lo this type of bottom, expsrimentabion was limited in favor
of grplorvations in areas sultable to existing gear. However, some pro-
gress has been made in rombating certain trawling hazards, Early in 1951,
several tyoves of bottomless trawls were used suceessfully in loggerhead
sponge areas, They were designed to bresk the sponge away from the
bottom end permit it to pass between stringers running from the tickler
chain basek to the unweighted lead line. Subsequent comparison drags with
standard commercial trawls showed an average reduction of 75 percent of
trash and scrap fish and 2 reduction of the shrimp esateh by about 30 perceni.
Work is scheduled $o be resumed on improving this rig duwring 1954 and will ﬂgé
be reported on when complete.
An effort was made to overcome corsl obstacles using New England-
tyoe roller lines, This work is still very limlted and is also scheduled

o be conbluued during 1954.

Dean Water of the Guif (1,000 feet or more); Red Shrimp

Beyond the adges of the continsntal shelf there has been no

consereial fishing in the Gulf of Mexico, OSnapper fishermen have extendsd
the range of btheir fishing from about 80 fathome to about 150 fathowms
within the past {ew years, This has been possible because of new develop-
ments in Tishing gear such as power reels, stalnless steel wire lines,

d slectronie ailds for Tinding position, depth, and good fishing places.

Deep water fishing for snappers has not been betber than Tishing in




shallower water but it has made it possible for snapper f{ishermen Lo
move offshore during periods of temporary poor fishing on the shalliow
banks. The net result has not been bigger landings per day but better
trips and larger ssasonal earnings for well equipped and well managed
vessels,

The discovery, through explorations by the Oregon, of red
shrimp {Hymenopenaeus robustus) concentrations appears now to be
significant as a possible supplement to inshore fishing.

In 1951, drags by the Oregop in depths between 190 and 240
fathoms brought to light the existence of a stock of red shrimp differing
from the other common large shrimp in being confined to relatively deep
water., These shrimp, although apparently marketalle, have not yet been
fished by the shrimp fleets,

Subsequent exploratory drags by the Qregon have produced red
shrimp from depths of 150 fathoms to 375 fathoms, but the best catches
have been made eastward from the Mississippi River Delta to the Pensacola
meridian in 185 to 27% fathoms. One of the major trawling hazards in
these depths is begging in the soft mud bottom., However, after the
development of the Weems trawl door (a door combining certain features
of the standard Gulf trawl door and rocking chair doors often employed in
the mud lump area off the Mississippi Delta) and using mud ropes, this
hazard was greatly reduced. The drags made by the Oregon in deep water
have been essentially exploratory and have shown that the red shrimp is
present at appropriate depths from Port Aransas to Tampa, Only one drag

in the depth range of red shrimp was made by the (Oregon in the southern

1L



Gl f. It was mede off the sastern edge of the Campeche Bapnk and csught
no red shelmp.

In Septesber, 1952, the M. V¥, Autilias, owned by the Gibbs

Corporvation of Jacksonville, Florida, working under couperative agreemsht
with the Fish and Wildlife Service, nade 8 series of drapgs for red sheimp

st due to

in the north Gulf., Some difficuliy was ancountered at fir
bopging. but afbsr a mud rope was pub on, drags producsd en averags

70 pounds per hour in the ares of best fishing. The best Dishing was
found from the Mississippi Delta eastward along the 200-fathom curve for
about 100 miles.

Red shriwp reach about the same size as the common commercial
shyimp and in Oregon catches the larger ones were taken in 190 or more
fathoms, 4 number of other kinds of shrimp were tsken by the Oregon in
desp waler., Most of these appear 4o be too small to be of commercial
intersst, However; one, Plesiopenasus edwardsianus, a wine-red shrimp
taken in from 300 to 400 fathoma, reaches the size of the commercial
spenies, IL is not believed to bes a bhottom dwalling shrimp and & few of
bhese have been taken by the Qregopn. 4nobher kind of shrimp, similar in
sppearance boe bthe red-shrimp but smaller, was taken in coneldsrable
guanbity mixed with the larger red shrlmp fron Qregen catches made bebween
150 and 200 fathoms. This form, Fenaeopsis megalops, bastes very good bub
Oregon votches did not produce them larger than 40 count, heada-on.

Hed shrimp handled on the Qregop were headed and washed

ty ss soon a8 they were brought on deck, Heads are large and

wads & welght loss of 50 percent. Thay were then packed in

tong and frozen. Under these condifiong they were found to

-



make an stbractive appearance and had fine {lavor and texturs. No

rert shrimp have bean handled on ice, but trial of ilolng methods on

cd for the sumaer of 199%%.,

n

N | " Pay My T2 - W . s B S B T
oratlons ivn Lthe Gulfl of Mexico for sompersially w

shrimp, made by the Exploratory Fishing Section of the Fish end Wildiifs

coveries of one extensive new fishing

Service, resulted in di
brown=grooved shrimp which was lmmediabtely ubtilized in the [ishevy, and
ong extensive flshing area for the red shrimp, a kind that hes nob yet
buen flshed commercially.

1o Explorations by the M, V., Qregon through 1953 for brows-
grooved shrimp have been sufficlently comprehensive to define all of
Lhe majoer aress of possible production along the Gulf coast of the
United States and %0 peint out that the only presently unworked area of
importanes is the 3% 4o 50-fatbom depbh range on the coast of Loulslisna
and Texas bebveen the 9let and 9%th meridians.

<. Bxpleoretione Tor plnk-grooved shrinmp have produned good
patones on, or quite near, Lhe majar'pinx shrimp fishing grounds off
Tortugas, Floride, and Campeche, Mexieco, bet in no other arsaz. The
sastern Campeche Dank and Lhe Florida west cesst, believed to offer
pesgibllities for good production of plekegrooved shrdmp, s2re bad brawling
woiton areas and profitable trawling operations in them requive devalop-

ment of npew gear or mebhods.



3. Red shrimp, a kind of shrimp not yet entering the
commercial fishery, was found in 150 teo 375 fathoms between Tampa
and Aransas Pass., Catches show production possibilities 1if improve-

ment.s in the methods of handling shrimp trawls in deep water can be

worked oub,

4. No evidence of stocks of white shrimp other than those

now known to the shrimp fishery were found by the Oregon.

.
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EDGEWATER PARK, MISS. EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL

JANUARY 21~22, 195k = MEETING M~l7



9:30 AM

GULF STATES MARINE FISHERIES COMMISSION

Edgewater Park, Miss.
Edgewater Gulf Hotel
January 21 (Thursday) & January 22 (Friday) 1954

PROGRAM

R I e ad

(Mr. Hermes Gautiér, Commission Chairman; Presiding)

CALL TO ORDER.

ROLL CALL OF COMMISSIONERS AND INTRODUCTIONS.

WELCOME: Mr, Walter J. Gex, Jr., President, Mississippi
Seafood Commission,

PROPOSED GULF OF MEXICO SHRIMP STUDIES:
Dr, L. A, Walford, Chairman, Special Research Committee on Shrimp,

(1) Introduction.

(2) Description of Problem.

(3) Research Facilities and Organization.
(L4) Personnel, Equipment and Costs.

PANEL (Other Members of Committee:)

Messrs:

Philip Butler Dale Leipper
Albert Collier Harold Loesch
Howard Eckles J. G. Mackin
Gordon Gunter Nelson Marshall
A, E. Hopkins Cecil Reid
Harold Humm v Stewart Springer
Clarence Idyll Percy Viosca

(Dr. Walford will cover the four (L) parts of the program before
the meeting is opened for discussion. )

DISCUSSION PERIOD:
Members of Committee will be glad to answer questions which may
be directed to them. The committee secretary will record all

suggestions which may be offereds Order of discussion as above,

1~2=3-le

LUNCH.



2:00 ™

2:00 M

3:00 PM

3:30 PM

3:h5 ™

10:00 M

AFTERNOON SESSION

SHRIMP RESEARCH COMMITTEE SESSION. (Open Session)
Preparation final draft of program.

CMISSIONERS' SESSION. (Executive)

JOINT SESSION.
Review of final draft of program.

ADJOU RNMENT,

RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SESSION.

JANUARY 22, FRIDAY

REPORT OF RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE.

DISCUSSION.

ADJOURNMENT.

(5-17)
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GULF STATES MARINE FISHERIES COMMISSION
312 Audubon Building ‘
New Orleans 16, Louisiana

MINUTES
(Extract of Transcript)

SPECIAL MEETING JANUARY 21-22, 195L
EDGEWATER GULF HOTEL, EDGEWATER PARK, MISS.

OFFICIAL ATTENDANCE OF COMMISSIONERS:

ALABAMA:

FLORTDA:

LOUTISIANA:

MISSISSIPPI:

TEXAS:

PROXIES:

STAFF :

Legal:
Scientifice

State:
Federal:

Universities:

PRESENT ABSENT
Thomas A. Johnston, III Earl M. McGowin
W, C. Holmes

Charlie Bevis /ﬁ
William J. Hendry
D, C. Jones, Jr.

Donald G. Bollinger L. D. Young, Jr.
‘ C. C. Burleigh

Walter J. Gex, Jr. Louis Simmons
Hermes Gautier

Lawrence A.‘Kurtz Howard D. Dodgen
Jimmy Phillips

John Rockwell (For E. M. McGowin)
Hermes Gautier (For W. J. Gex, Jr. 1/22)
William S. Werlla (For L. D. Young, Jr.)
Howard T. Lee (For H. D. Dodgen)

W. Dudley Gumn, Secty-Treas,

COMMISSION STANDING COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT

Reece 0. Bickerstaff, Mary Schulman.
C. P. Idyll (for F.G.W. Smith) A.E.Hopkins, H. C. Loesch,
Percy Viosca, Jr.

SPECTAL SHRIMP COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT

Scientific Committee Members listed above,

Philip A. Butler, Albert Collier, Howard H. Eckles, Stewart
Springer, Lionel A. Walford.

Harcld J.Humm, Gordon Gunter, Dale F. Leipper, J. G. Mackine

(S-17)



STATE, FEDERAL, UNIVERSITY, INDUSTRY AND OTHER REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT

E. L. Arnold, H. R. Bullis, J. A. DeMetz, W. J. Demoran, S. C. Denham,
R, L. Eddy, E. A. Fieger, Billy Greer, J. B. Higman, D. I. Hoy, Alver
Hudson, Fred F. Johnson, G. C. Lewis, J. N. McCormell, Charies Murphy,
C. E. Peterson, Earl Rodriguez, R. J. Russell, L. W. Strasburger, Royal
Suttkus, B. E. Thomas, R, S. Wheeler, H, L. Wiltsee and others.

GENERAL SESSION, JANUARY 21, 195L

The special meeting to consider only the shrimp fishery resources
was called to order at 9:45 AM with Mr. Hermes Gautier, Commission Chairman,
presiding,

Following introductory remarks which outlined the objective of the
special session, Mr. Gautier rcquested a roll call of Commissioners and
acknowledgment of proxies.

Introductions preceded an official welcomlng to the State of Mississippi
by Mr. Walter Gex.

Mr, Gautier called upon Mr. Herb Wiltsee, Southern Regional Representa-
tive of the Council of State Govermments who responded with an interesting
impromptu summary of the progress which has been made in the creation of
interstate compacts and the resulting cooperative interstate work being
accomplished.s The Chairman thanked Mr. Wiltsee for his remarks and expresss
ed the appreciation of the Commission for his efforts in the formation of
the Culf marine fisheries compacte

Following a review of progress in the shrimp study dlrgcted toward
determining what is and what is not known about the several species of Gulf
shrimp and the devising of a program suggested to develop unknown but needed
data, Mr. Gautier called upon Dr. Walford, Fish and Wildlife Service, for
a report as chairman of a special shrimp committece of state, federal and
university scientists appointed at the October 1953 Tampa meeting to fur-
ther study tentative conclusions prescnted at the mentioned meeting.

Dr. Walford acknowledged with thanks the assistance rendered by the
members of the special shrimp committee at the meeting of scientists at
Tampa, October 1l and during the regular meeting of the Commission October
15-16, also for the helpful suggestions offered through the mails in his
effort to develop-a detailed program from the general outline of investi-
gations approved at Tampa in preparation for the special shrimp session
called for this date and January 22,

The committee chairman next spoke of the apparcnt decline in shrimp pro-

duction per unit of fishing effprt. He said that it was not known if the
decline in production per unit of effort was due to a change in abundance

2
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or not since proper statistical information had not been maintained on
the catch, that is, the poundage caught, and when and where caught.
Reference was also made to the lack of knowledge as to the intermingling
of the several speclesg the relationship one species bears to its own

and to other species, environmental alterations both matural and man-
made, mortality and other unknown quantities which add to the complexity
of the problem. Dr. Walford also said that if a decline in abundance was
occurring or did occur information now available would not suffice for the
recommending of a rational conservation program.

Dr. Walford first presented for consideration a program which would be
divided into two parts, the first phase would be directed toward developing
techniques of gathering statistical data for fishing effort versus production
determinations and tagging, and a limited study of envirommental changes

and mortality. Such a program was estimated to cost about $215,000 per

year for several years and would be preliminary to a full scale investigation.

A general discussion followed and consumed about forty-five minutes. During
the discussion period the above preliminary program, another program which
was prepared by FWS and circulated among the scientists following the
Tampa meeting, and the general program developed at Tampa were discussed.
The consensus was that the mentioned preliminary program would delay by a
number of years the securing of needed information. The program passed

to the scientists for comment following the Tampa meeting, involving an
initial year's expenditure of approximately $750,000 and about $500,000
for several years following,was considered by the majority as containing
some items of investization which could be scaled down in cost. The gen=
eral program coming out of the Tampa meeting which provided for about
$550,000 to be expended in the first year and less in succeeding years

was thought to be in line with the amount of funds the government should
provide to supplcment that which the several states should contribute to
the program.

Having had the advantage of thinking brought out during the discussion,
Mr. Gautier supggested that the morning session be adjourned and that the
scientists meet to prepare a draft of program for presentation at 3:00 M
to the Commission. The morning session adjourned at 11:00 AM.

The scheduled afternoon Commission executive session was called to
order by Mr. Gautier at 2:30 PM.

Mr. Springer of the FWS Gulf explor:tory fishing activity reported
on most recent work of the Oregon. Among other things, he said that one
half of the vessel!'s live bait tank had been removed but that the remaine-
ing part was ample to take care of bait, the supply being so abundant in
the Gulf. Other forms of fishing for tuna having been comparatively
unsuccessful . to date, Mr., Springer said that Japanese long lines had been
added to the Qregon's equipment and that this method used so successfully

(S-17)
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by the Japanese would be given a trial. He told of the results of
electronic device experiments in locating large fish in 50 fathoms off
the Louisiana~Mississippi=-Alabama coast but due to the fish not surfac1ng
it was impossible to tell the species.

A discussion of future exploratory work followed. There was a feeling

in evidence that primary exploratory and gear development emphasis should
be placed on shrimp during the calendar year 1954 and that other ex-
plorations be made only at such times as the Qregon could not be pursuing
shrimp explorations., In this connection a resolution was proposed by

Mr. Bevis, seconded by Mr. Rockwell, and on vote was unanimously adopted.
The resolution, which requests FWS consideration of same, is first attach-
ed to these minutes.

Mr. Peterson of FWS presented a plan for the collection of shrimp
statistics worked out by the Branch of Commercial Fisheries for study in
commection with consideration of a full scale shrimp investigation. The
plan, based on the one which has been used in the New England trawl fishery,
would provide the scientists with by-area catch records necessary to their
calculations and would require s ome assistance from boat captains to
supplement work of people directly assigned to the investigation. Accord=-
ing to Mr. Peterson such statistics would be prepared as would make
possible a by=-area determination of production per certain dimension of
netting for a specified unit of trawling times. It was estimated that
eleven fishery marketing specialists would be required for such a program
and one stenographer, these in addition to the two specialists now assign=
ed to the Gulf, The specialists would work assigned areas from base points:
Key West, Coral Gables, Fort Myers, Tampa, Pascagoula, Biloxi, New Orleans 2,
Houma, Morgan City, Galveston, Aransas Pass and Brownsville, An estimate
of $80,000 annually would be required for the program.

The Secrctary reported that the Tampa October 15-16 Minutes were
distributed to Commissioners per directives. Mr. Hendry moved that the Tampa
Minutes be accepted without reading, Mr. Bollinger seconded, and on vote §
motion passed. |

Commission statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements prepared in
accordance with the Texas statutes for the twelve months preceding January 1
was read.s It was pointed out that Texas had increased its annual membership
dues from $2,500 to $L,000 as requested by the Commission. Mr. Gautier

said that Mr. Bickerstaff was going to present a bill to the current
Mississippi legislative session providing for payment of 1952-53 and 1953-SkL
annual dues.,

The Secretary also reported that the Commission Fourth Annual Reports were

printed and mailed ahead of schedule this year so as not to conflict with
work preparatory to the special shrimp meeting.

(S-17)



Miss Schulman who was appointed by the Chairman as Commission
representative to an October conference in Washington sponsored by the
State Department to consider international fisheries laws as developed
by a special committee appointed by the United Nations, reported that
a number of nations were now claiming territorial rights at varying
distances beyond the generally accepted three mile limit and that the
matter should be resolveds Quite a list of such nations and their claims
was reads It was said that the United Nations General Assembly had
requested the mentioned legal committee to further study the situation
and to report back at a later time, Miss Schulman also reported on the
progress being made on a subject discussed by Mr. Herrington at Tampa,.

Mr. Bevis told of the present recurrence of Red Tide off the
southwest Florida coast, of the resolution adopted by the Joint Chamber
of Commerce Council of the area requesting federal aid and of Mr. Douglas
McKay's muchly appreciated trip to Florida to gain first-hand information
concerning the problems Mr. Bevis also told of action by the Florida
Board of Conservation in the appropriation of emergency funds to aid in
Red Tide research. Mr. Johnston proposed a resolution requesting state
representatives on the Commission to contact their respective Congressional
Delegations in interest of legislation which would provide federal assist-
ance not now available for Red Tide investigations. The resolution is
secand attached to these minutes,

Dr. Walford came to the Commissioners! session to say that the
scientists had completed the final draft of a suggested shrimp program
but due to the lateness of the hour it was decided that the joint session
to hear the scientists! report be postponed until Friday morning.

The executive session adjourned at 5:00 PM,

GENERAL SESSION, JANUARY 22, 1954

The morning session was called to order at 10:00 AM and Mr. Gautier
immediately asked Dr. Walford to present the final draft of program prepared
by the scientists at their special session the day previous.

By way of introductory remarks Dr. Walford stated that the Committee fully
appreciated that a program of the magnitude to be suggested would require
a number of men with special qualifications and that it would be necessary
that there be a pooling of talent by the state and federal agencies and
universities. He said the success of such a prggram depends in large
measure upon cooperation among participating groups and that groups
represented would have to meet every two to thxeec months to go over their
part of the program, each group being represented by a committee. The

(s-17)
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review of manuscripts prior to publication by members of committees was
cited as very important. Dr. Walford then proceeded with the reading

of the recommended program. The details of program, the class of re=
search, estimate of time required to complete same, and cost, is incor=
porated in the resolution last attached to these minutes, Dr. Walford
replied in the affirmative when asked by Mr. Gautier if the program as
read was agreed upon by all of the scientists on the special shrimp com-

ml'b'bee.

A discussion period of approximately one half hour followed. Principal
points discussed during the period were as followss Some part of any
funds made available for shrimp investigations should be allotted to
scholarships for educating young men who are direcctly engaged in shrimp
fishing; that participating state agencies should receive full recognition
for their work in the furtherance of such a programg that states should
expand shrimp research now underway; that a detailed work plan of the
program be made as soon as practical so that each participating agency
would know exactly what was to be expected of it in order that plans
could be made, including expense considerations; that a committee of at
least one biologist from each state serve on a Commission committee to
correlate activities; that the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission
serve as a coordinating agency for the develomment of a major shrimp re-
search program for the Gulf.

Mr. Johnston made a motion to the effect that the Commission embark upon
a shrimp research program and endorse such a program, and that it act as
the coordinating agency between the various stutes and the federal govern-
ment in carrying out such a programs Col. Kurtz seconded, and upon vote
the motion passeds

A resolutions committee was appointed by the Chairman upon request of the
Cormission. The committee composed of Miss Schulman and Messrs. Bevis,
Bollinger, Gautier, Johnston and Kurtz went into session and reported back
with a resolution which was read and explained by Mr., Johnston. After all
features of the resolution were explained by Mr, Johnston he moved for
adoption, Mr. Bevis seconded and upon vote the resolution was unanimously
adoptede The shrimp resolution is last attached to these minutes.

The Secretary was requested to write a letter in behalf of the
Commissioners to Mr. and Mrs. Walter Gex, Jr. expressing their deep
apprecilation for the fine hospitality extended to all conferees and their
wives during the course of the Edgewater meeting.

With no further business to come before the meeting the special
shrimp session was adjourned at 1:15 M.

Trep&ycd by &

,wlkx) LAAANL
W, Dualey Gunn '
Secretary-Treasurer

6
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A RESOLUTION

BE IT RESOLVED by the Commiésion that its
primary rescarch agency, the U. S. Fish and wildlife Sefvice,
be requested to blace primary exploratory commercial fishe-
ing and gear development emphasis on shrimp during the
current calendar year's operation of the M/V Oregon, and
to engage in other explorations and gear development only

when such work does not delay the primary objective,

36 36 % 3 b 3¢ 90 3t

The foregoing is a copy of a resolution adopted by the Gulf States
Marine Fisheries Commission at a special Commission meeting held

January 21-22, 195L, at the Edgewater Gulf Hotel in the Gity of

— {;}
w «‘/VM,!MM "

We Dudley Gunn
Secretary~-Treasurer

BEdgewater Park, Mississippie
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A RESOLUTION

BE IT RESOIVED by the Commission that it endorses the efforts
of the West Coast Florida fishermen and the State of Florida officials
in attempting to secure emergency aid from the Federal Govermnment &
in regard to meeting the disasterbcreated by the so=called Red Tide
in the GQulf of Mexico through gathering additional information and
study of the problem and that the Commissioners from the member
states be requested to contact their senators and representatives

in Congress to attempt to secure their favorable consideration of

legislation to be introduced in Congress to secure such aid.

3 % S 3 3 3¢ 3k %

The foregoing is a copy of a resolution adopted by the Gulf States
Marine Fisheries Commission at a special Commission meeting held
January 21-22, 1954, at the Edgewater Gulf Hotel in the City of Edgewater

Park, Mississippi.

ScepctarysPrcasurer’



A RESOLUTION

WHEREAS the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission is deeply
concerned about the future of the shrimp resources in the Gulf of Mexico
and recognizes the need for a major shrimp research program; and

WHEREAS the shrimp of the Gulf of Mexico is one of the most
valuable fishery resources in America; and

WHEREAS the number of vessels and men engaged in shrimp fisheries
has vastly increased in recent years, and the area of fishing has spread
to far distant grounds, and although the catch has grown to an all-time high,

the catch per unit of fishing effort has become reduced; and

WHEREAS the distribution of the various kinds of shrimp in the
Gulf of Mexico and the species composition of the catch have changed strike
ingly in recent years; and

WHEREAS the member states are carrying out individual research
programs which are inadequate; and

WHEREAS the Commission will serve as a coordinating agency for
development of a major shrimp research program in the Gulf of Mexico; and

WHEREAS assistance of the U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service is desirable
and necessary in the development of such a program; and

WHEREAS the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission named a
committee of scientists representing State and Federal conservation agencies
and universities, and requested them to draw up a plan of biological research |
on the shrimp resources of the Gulf of Mexico; and

WHEREAS according to such‘ comiittee and in the opinion of the
Commission there is needed over and above the sums available for such research
in the member states, $55L,000.00 based on an estimate as followss

l, Establish useful and adequate statistics.

Cost - $80,000,00 annually
length of time Permanent

2, Sampling the catch for size and species composition.

Cost $59,000,00 annually
‘ Iength of time Permanent

3. Development of marking techniques.

Cost $§0,009.00 anmually
Estimated length of t:une 3 years

L Di_fferen‘biation of species and stocks at all agess

Cost | ~ $50,000,00. arnually
Estimated length of time 3 years



5, An ecological study including the following:

a. Mechanisms which transport larvae into inside waters.
b. General ecology of nursery grounds.

Cost : $190,000,00 lst yeary $90,000,00 after
. 1st years
Estimated length of time 5 years.

6. Maintain a record of man-made and natural changes in the
physical environment,

Cost ‘ $35,000,00 annually
Length of time Permanent

7o Purchase and maintain laboratory equipment.
Cost $L0,000,00 annually
8. Administration and publication of results.

Cost $50,000,00 annually
Length of time Permanent

Now therefore be it

RESOLVED by the Commission that the U, S. Fish and Wildlife
Service be requested to join in such a program and make funds in the amount
of $55L,000.00 available as above set out; and be it

RESOLVED that the chairman of the CommiSsion appoint a committee
composed of at least one marine biologist from each member state to coore
dinate this program and report to the Commission the findings resulting
therefrom in order that they might be published by it; and be it further

RESOLVED that the Commission hereby pledges its help and support
to the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service in whatever action may be necessary
in Congress or othecrwise to make these funds availablec,

‘The foregoing is a copy of a resolution adopted by the Gulf States Marine
Fisheries Commission at a special Commission meeting held January 21-22, 195,
at the Edgewater Gulf Hotel in the City of Edgewater Park, Mississippi.

O

W. DudlgyGurn/
Secre ry:;;sésurer

SR
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THE GULF STATES MARINE FISHERIES COM{ISSION

Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements

For the year ended December 31, 1953
(Prepared from the books without
complete audit_or examination)

Receipts:
Member state contribution:
Alabama
Florida
Louisiana
Texas

Sale of used tires
Total receipts

Disbursements:
Salaries
less federal income tax withheld

Traveling

Office rent

Stationery, printing and office supplies
Telephone and telegraph

Postage

Electricity

Accounting

Insurance

Dues and subscriptions

Sundry

Employces'! federal income tax remitted

Total disbursements

$ 9,895.65
1,629.00

’ L]
1,532,35
1,080.00

L71.65
518.86
116,56
70.22
175.00
2l47.0L
11.66
59.53

1,629.00

Excess of (disbursements) over rcceipts

Cash balance, December 31, 1952
Cash balance, December 31, 1953

Comprised as follows:
National American Bank
of Hew Orleans -~ checking account
Petty cash fund

$ 1,000.00
3,500.00
5,000.00
l1,000. 00

13,500.00
8.00

13,508.00

1&,178.52
70.52
14,568.32

$ 13,897. 80 <

$ 13,889.89
7.91

$ 13,897.80




